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District Mission Statement 
The mission of the Hillside Public Schools is to ensure that all students at all grade levels achieve and make connections to real-world success.  We 

are committed to strong parent-community school partnerships, providing a safe, engaging, and effective learning environment, and supporting a 

comprehensive system of academic and developmental support that meets the unique needs of each individual. 

Academic Area Overview 

The Hillside Township School District is committed to excellence. We believe that all children are entitled to an education that will equip them to 

become productive citizens of the twenty-first century. We believe that an education grounded in the fundamental principles of Language Arts will 

provide students with the skills and content necessary to become our future leaders.  

Language Arts is an integral component in the development of every student.  Their competence in this area corresponds to their success in other 

academic disciplines.   As such, the program is rooted in promoting awareness of how literacy is integral to their goal attainment and 

advancement.  They have opportunities to apply grammar concepts, writing objectives and textual analysis to project creation.   Children have the 

chance to explore areas of interests, exercise inquiry and demonstrate knowledge by constructing unit artifacts.  Their ingenuity and perspectives 

will be respected as they assess their work and that of their peers utilizing rubrics.  They will work in an environment that encourages them to take 

compositional risks and embraces the writing process.  Unit topics correspond to text selections; novels vary according to lexile levels.  College 

Prep, Honors and differentiated instruction books are noted accordingly with an H and DI designation. 

  Our program provides teachers with the support and resources to diversify methodology and consistently utilize technology in daily instruction.  

Teachers are scheduled to meet weekly to share planning ideas and classroom innovations.  The expectation of excellence extends to the 

professional staff; our teachers are full of views from approved development workshops and academic courses to provide students with the tools 

needed to maximize their potential.      

Equality and Equity in Curriculum 
The Hillside Township School District ensures that the district’s curriculum and instruction are aligned to the State’s Standards and addresses the 

elimination of discrimination and the achievement gap, as identified by underperforming school-level AYP reports for State assessment, by 

providing equity in educational programs and by providing opportunities for students to interact positively with others regardless of race, creed, 

color, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, affectional or sexual orientation, gender, religion, disability or socioeconomic status.  N.J.A.C. 

6A:7-1.7(b): Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973; N.J.S.A. 10:5; Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 

 

 

 

UNIT 1 IDENTITY 



 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● Identity is multifaceted. 

● People are unique in many ways. 

● A sentence contains a subject and predicate. 

● Sentences end with a punctuation mark. 

● Word order varies in declarative and interrogative 

sentences. 

● Letters and sounds are not the same. 

● In English, a letter may have more than one sound.  

 

 

 

● Who am I? 

● How do people define themselves? 

● What makes home special to you? 

● What do you need to grow and learn? 

● What is a sentence? 

● How are declarative sentences different from 

interrogative sentences?  

● Are sounds and letters the same? 

 

 

NJSLS Standards 

 

 

Reading 

● Literature 

● RL.9-10.1.  

● RL.9-10.2.  

● RL.9-10.3.  

● RL.9-10.4 

● RL.9-10.7.  

● RL.7.6.  

● RL.6.9  

 

 

 

 

 

Student Learning Objectives: 

 

 

● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 

determining where the text leaves matter uncertain.  

● Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 

over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 

specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 

● Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 

advance the plot or develop the theme 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time 

and place; how it sets a formal or tone.) 

● Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Informational 

● RI.9-10.1 

● RI.9-10.2  

● RI.9-10.4  

● RI.6.6 

● RI.4.9 

● RI.6.3  

● RI.6.7 

● RI.9-10.8  

● RI.9-10.5 

● RI.9-10.10 

● RF.5.4. b 

● R.I.5.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s 

“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  

● Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text 

● Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 

context, and background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories 

and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to 

similar themes and topics 

 

 

● Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 

response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves 

matters uncertain 

● Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by 

specific details; provide an objective summary of the text 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone 

● Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text. 

● Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

● Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes 

● Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic 

or issue. 

● Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 

the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 

statements and reasoning. 

● Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking/Listening: 

● SL.9-10.1 

● SL.9-10.2 

● SL.9-10.5. 

● SL.9-10.6.  

● SL.4.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing:  

 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 

chapter). 

● By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-

complexity above with scaffolding as needed. 

●    Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression. 

● Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the 

overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

 

 

 

●  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively 

● Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy 

of each source 

●  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence 

and to add interest.  

● Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English 

● Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 

ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/5/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/5/5/


● W.9-10.2. 

● W.9-10.3.  

●  W.9-10.4 

● W.9-10.5.  

● W.9-10.6.  

● W.9-10.7.  

● W.9-10.9.  

● W.9-10.10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language: 

● L.9-10.6    

and analysis of content 

● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences 

● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), 

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience 

● Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or 

shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 

information and to display information flexibly and dynamically 

● Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

● Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 



● L.9-10.1  

● L.3.1.a 

● L.3.1.b 

● L.3.1.d 

● L.3.1.e 

● L.3.1.f 

● L.3.1.i 

● L.4.2.a 

● RF.1.3 

● L.4.4.A 

● L.4.4.C 

● RF.1.1.A 

● .RF.1.2.A 

● RF.1.2.C 

● RF 5.4.B 

● .L.5.5.A 

● L.5.5.C 

● L.4.3.B 

 

 

 

 

 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression 

● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking 

● Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general 

and their functions in particular sentences. 

● Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

● Form and use regular and irregular verbs 

● Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses 

● Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 

● Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

●  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

● Use correct capitalization 

● Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words 

● Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase 

● Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key 

words and phrases. 

● Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, 

ending punctuation). 

● Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words 

● Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken 

single-syllable words 

● Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 

● Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

● Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/


homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

● Choose punctuation for effect. 

 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

SW use reading strategies and vocabulary to build 

comprehension about identity.  

SW use grammar concepts and graphic organizers to assist 

in expanding knowledge when writing about identity. 

  

  GRAMMAR 

● Verb to Be 

● The Sentence 

● Do/Does 

● Subject Pronouns 

● Verb to Have 

● Contractions 

● Questions 

● Negative 

 

PHONICS 

● Short Vowels 

● Initial blends 

● Final Blends 

 

 

 

SKILLS (SWBT) 

 

● Discuss Essential Questions 

● Give personal information 

● Participate in a conversation 

● Preview 

● Predict 

● Use academic & key vocabulary 

● Analyze visuals 

● Interpret visuals 

● Visualize 

● Analyze text features: Photos, Diagrams, Sequence 

● Relate 1words: word categories, synonyms, antonyms 

● Give an oral response to literature 

● Identify characters  

● Identify setting 

● Connect across texts 

● Compare across texts 

● Compare complete and incomplete sentences 

● Make a timeline 

● Write in complete sentences 

● Use capitalization  

● Punctuate sentences 

● Ask questions 

● Analyze literary element- METAPHOR 

● Identity patterns in poetry 



● Listen actively 

● Build fluency 

● Revise & edit writing 

 

 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS & ASSESSMENTS 

 

*Quizizz/Kahoot 

*Poster (formative) 

*Interactive Grammar Games 

*Grammar Quiz 

*Chapter Tests 

*Google Forms 

*PlayPosit 

*Oral Presentation 

*Choral Readings 

*Reader’s Theater 

*Graphic Organizers 

a) Concept Cluster 

b) Word Web 

c) Word Sorts 

d) T-Chart 

e) Sequence Chart   

*Writing Assessments  

a) Journal Entry 

b) Poem (Who am I?)  

c) Name Language Frame (Interactive wkbk p. 13) 

d) Postcard TE 28 

e) Dialogue TE 29 

f) Classmate Survey TE 31 

RESOURCES 

 

“Nice to Meet You!” 

“First Names” 

From “Romeo and Juliet” 

“Do I Know You?” 

“Growing Together” 

“My People” 

“Who are you?” 

“Ways to Know You” 

“Who is She?” 

 

 

 

Edge Fundamental CD 

Edge Fundamentals Interactive Workbook 

Edge Fundamentals Grammar Workbook 

Edge Fundamentals Fluency  

 

Academic Language Frames 

Graphic Organizers 

Rubrics: speaking, participation, writing 

Word Cloud 

 

www.newsela.org 



g) Sketch & write about an important place (TE 45) 

h) Interview (TE 48) 

i) Ways we are special (TE 67) 

*Culminating Unit Project 

a) Poem (TE 77-8)  

www.newsinlevels.org 

www.readworks.org 

For Your Information Introductory Chapter 2 

Side by Side Chapter 1-2 

Inside Unit 1 “Glad to Meet You!” 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 

Lang of Math:  

Lang of Science: “Ways to Know You” 

Language of SS: “Who is She” 

 

TECHNOLOGY:  8.1.12.A.CS1   Understand and use technology systems 
                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 2 WISDOM 

 



ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

● Wisdom comes to us in different ways. 

● Wisdom is acquired through education, practice, 

experience, religion and family.  

● A good paragraph contains a topic sentence, supporting 

sentences, transitions and a concluding sentence. 

● A short story contains characters, setting, plot, conflict, 

narration, dialogue, and resolutions. 

 

 

 

● How does one become wise? 

● What are the parts of a good paragraph? 

● What are the parts of a short story? 

 

 

NJSLS Standards 

 

Reading 

● Literature 

● RL.9-10.1.  

● RL.9-10.2.  

● RL.9-10.3.  

● RL.9-10.4 

● RL.9-10.7.  

● RL.7.6.  

● RL.6.9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Learning Objectives: 

 

 

● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 

determining where the text leaves matter uncertain.  

● Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 

over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 

specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 

● Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 

advance the plot or develop the theme 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time 

and place; how it sets a formal or tone.) 

● Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 

mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Informational 

● RI.9-10.1 

● RI.9-10.2  

● RI.9-10.4  

● RL.5.9.  

● RI.6.6 

● RI.4.9 

● RI.6.3  

● RI.6.7 

● RI.9-10.8  

● RI.9-10.5 

● RI.9-10.10 

● RF.5.4. b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  

● Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text 

● Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 

context, and background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories 

and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to 

similar themes and topics 

 

 

● Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 

response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves 

matters uncertain 

● Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by 

specific details; provide an objective summary of the text 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone 

● Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text. 

● Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 

context, and background knowledge) the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., 

opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, 

and traditional literature from different cultures.  

● Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

● Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes 

● Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic 

or issue. 

● Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking/Listening: 

● SL.9-10.1 

● SL.9-10.2 

● SL.9-10.5. 

● SL.9-10.6.  

● SL.4.4 

● SL.9-10.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing:  

● W.9-10.1.  

● W.9-10.2. 

the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 

statements and reasoning. 

● Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 

chapter). 

● By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-

complexity above with scaffolding as needed. 

●    Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression. 

 

 

●  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively 

● Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy 

of each source 

●  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence 

and to add interest.  

● Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English 

● Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 

ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace 

● Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence 

 

 

 

● Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence 

● Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 



● W.9-10.3.  

●  W.9-10.4 

● W.9-10.5.  

● W.9-10.6.  

● W.9-10.7.  

● W.9-10.9.  

● W.9-10.10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language: 

● L.9-10.6    

● L.9-10.1  

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 

and analysis of content 

● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences 

● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), 

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience 

● Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or 

shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 

information and to display information flexibly and dynamically 

● Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

● Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research 

● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 

 

 

 

 

● Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 



● L.3.1.a 

● L.3.1.b 

● L.3.1.d 

● L.3.1.e 

● L.3.1.f 

● L.3.1.i 

● L.5.1.d 

● L.4.1.b 

● L.3.2.e 

● L.3.4.b 

● L.3.2.d 

● L.6.2.a 

● L.4.2.a 

● RF.1.3 

● L.4.4.A 

● L.4.4.C 

 

 

 

 

 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression 

● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking 

● Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general 

and their functions in particular sentences. 

● Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

● Form and use regular and irregular verbs 

● Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses 

● Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 

● Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

● Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense. 

● Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) 

verb tenses 

● Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding 

suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). 

● Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a 

known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, 

care/careless, heat/preheat). 

●  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

● Use correct capitalization 

● Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words 

● Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase 

●    Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 

and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of 

key words and phrases. 

 

 



KNOWLEDGE 

SW use reading strategies and vocabulary to build 

comprehension about wisdom. 

SW use grammar concepts and graphic organizers to assist 

in expanding knowledge when writing about wisdom. 

  

  GRAMMAR 

● Compound Words 

● Action Verbs 

● Present Progressive 

● Present Tense 

● Modals 

● Nouns 

● Verbs 

● Object Pronouns 

 

PHONICS 

 

● Long a 

● Long o 

● Long I 

● Digraphs- ch, tch 

● Digraphs-sh, th, wh, ng, ck 

 

 

 

SKILLS (SWBT) 

 

● Discuss essential questions 

● Describe actions 

● Analyze visual 

● Interpret visual 

● Engage in class discussion  

● Use academic & key vocabulary 

● Predict  

● Preview 

● Describe problem & solution 

● Identify text structure: problem/solution: 

● cause/effect 

● Ask questions during reading 

● Give oral response to literature 

● Compare & contrast character traits in different folktales 

● Analyze character traits 

● Analyze story elements (character, setting, plot, etc.) 

● Analyze quotations  

● Analyze text features: symbols 

● Compare Across Texts 

● Compare Folktales Across Different Cultures 

● Compare Traditions Across Different Cultures 

● Relate cause & effect 

● Identify Repetition in poetry 

● Write a summary of a folktale 

● Write a comic strip  

● Use action verbs 

● Express likes & dislikes 

● Retell text 

● Express needs & wants 

● Use suffixes 

● Combine word parts (compound words) 



● Build fluency 

● Write in paragraph form 

● Use technology to publish writing 

 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS & ASSESSMENTS 

 

*Quizizz/Kahoot 

*Poster (formative) 

*Interactive Grammar Games 

*Grammar Quiz 

*Chapter Tests 

*Google Forms 

*PlayPosit 

*Oral Presentation 

*Choral Readings 

*Reader’s Theater 

*Graphic Organizers 

a) Classification Chart 

b) Word Web 

c) Problem-Solution 

d) Story Map 

e) Character Chart 

f) Cause & Effect 

*Writing Assessments  

a) Journal Entry 

b) Wisdom Paragraph 

c) Problem-Solution Paragraph 

d) Advice Column 

e) Summary- Folktale 

f) Quotation- Interpretation  

RESOURCES 

 

“What Makes You Wise?” 

“How Ananse Gave Wisdom to the World” 

“The Story of Arachne” 

“The Ant and the Cicada” - YouTube 

“The Boy Who Cried Wolf”- YouTube 

“The Crow and The Pitcher” 

“Good Advice from Teens” 

“Let’s Talk About Sports” 

From “Be Water, My Friend: The Early Years of Bruce Lee 

Bruce Lee Kung Fu Fighting- YouTube 

“Hands” 

“I Want to Be” 

“Mathematics” 

“Remember” 

 

 

 

 

Edge Fundamental CD 

Edge Fundamentals Interactive Workbook 

Edge Fundamentals Grammar Workbook 

Edge Fundamentals Fluency  

 

Academic Language Frames 



g) Comic Strip 

h) Poem 

i) Book of Proverbs 

*Culminating Unit Project 

a) Plan a Multimedia Presentation T.E. p.142 

Graphic Organizers 

Rubrics: speaking, participation, writing 

Word Cloud 

 

www.newsela.org 

www.newsinlevels.org 

www.readworks.org 

For Your Information Introductory  

Side by Side Chapter 4 

Milestones 

 

 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 

Lang of Math: Mathematics 

Lang of Science: Remember 

Language of SS:  How Ananse Gave Wisdom to the World, Be Water, My Friend; Mathematics 

 

TECHNOLOGY:      8.1.12.A.CS1   Understand and use technology systems 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 3 GLOBAL VILLAGE 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 



 

● People around the world are both similar and different 

from one another. 

● Cultural aspects such as food, values, dreams/hopes, and 

dreams vary according to people’s backgrounds. 

● Effective readers employ many different strategies during 

the reading process. 

● Effective writers use the writing process to plan ideas, 

revise and edit and publish work.  

● Effective writers produce exemplars that vary by topic, 

audience and purpose. 

● Effective writers use descriptive words. 

 

 

 

 

● Are people mostly the same or different?  

● What strategies do effective readers use before, during 

and after reading? 

● What makes an effective writer? 

● How can writers improve their writing?  

 

NJSLS Standards 

 

Reading 

Literature 

● RL.9-10.1.  

 

Informational 

● RI.9-10.2  

 

● RI.9-10.4  

● RI.4.9 

● RI.6.3  

● RI.6.7 

● RI.9-10.8  

● RI.9-10.5 

● RI.9-10.10 

Student Learning Objectives: 

 

● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 

determining where the text leaves matter uncertain.  

 

● Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by 

specific details; provide an objective summary of the text 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone 

● Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

● Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes 



● RF.5.4. b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking/Listening: 

● SL.9-10.1 

● SL.9-10.2 

● SL.9-10.5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● SL.4.4 

 

 

Writing:  

● W.9-10.1.  

● W.9-10.2. 

●  W.9-10.4 

● Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic 

or issue. 

● Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 

the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 

statements and reasoning. 

● Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 

chapter). 

● By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-

complexity above with scaffolding as needed. 

●    Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression. 

 

 

●  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively 

● Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy 

of each source 

●  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence 

and to add interest.  

 

● Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 

ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace 

 

 

● Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence 

● Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 



● W.9-10.5.  

● W.9-10.6.  

● W.9-10.7.  

● W.9-10.10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language: 

● L.9-10.6.  

● L.3.1.a 

● L.3.2.e 

 

 

● L.3.4.b 

● L.3.1.g 

● L.3.2.d 

● L.6.2a 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 

and analysis of content 

● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), 

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience 

● Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or 

shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 

information and to display information flexibly and dynamically 

● Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 

 

● Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression 

● Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general 

and their functions in particular sentences. 

●   Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for 

adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). 

● Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a 

known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, 



● RF.1.3 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

care/careless, heat/preheat). 

● Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose 

between them depending on what is to be modified 

● Form and use possessives. 

●  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

● Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

● SW use reading strategies and vocabulary to build 

comprehension about the global village. 

● SW use grammar concepts and graphic organizers to 

assist in expanding knowledge when writing about the 

global village. 

 

 

GRAMMAR 

Adjectives 

Present Progressive 

Suffixes 

Comparative Adjectives 

Possessive Adjectives 

Commas 

 

 

PHONICS 

SKILLS (SWBT) 

● Preview text  

● Make predictions 

● Analyze text feature: bar graphs 

● Identify text feature: section heading 

● Annotate text 

● Build fluency  

● Identify the main idea & details 

● Draw conclusions 

● Determine importance 

● Cite textual evidence 

● Connect across texts 

● Analyze poetry 

● Use academic & topic specific vocabulary  

● Generate graphic organizer 

● Revise and edit writing 

● Publish writing 

● Write an opinion statement 

● Write a descriptive paragraph 



Long vowels 

 

● Write a descriptive statement/paragraph about people, 

places, foods & activities  

● Use adjectives  

● Use comparative adjectives 

● Affix word parts 

● Use commas 

● Ask for & report information 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS & ASSESSMENTS 

 

*Quizizz/Kahoot 

*Poster (formative) 

*Interactive Grammar Games 

*Grammar Quiz 

*Chapter Tests 

*Google Forms 

*PlayPosit 

*Oral Presentation 

*Choral Readings 

*Reader’s Theater 

*Graphic Organizers 

a) TCHART 

b) Vocabulary Map 

c) Description Chart 

d) Prediction Chart 

*Writing Assessments  

a) The Park Scene 

b) Food Poem or 

c) Food Photo Essay 

d) Journal Entry 

e) Personality Traits with Portrait 

RESOURCES 

 

“At The Airport” 

“Freaky Food”  

“If The World Were a Village”  

“Chocolate Money”  

“The Tokyo Fish Market” 

“A House Divided” 

Youtube video/Play Posit -- LINCOLN BIOGRAPHY 

“The Same” 

“Different, But Still Friends” 

“Alphabet City Ballet” 

“The Dream on My Wall” by Jane Medina 

“Behind the Veil” 

“Simple Shot” 

“You Can Get It If You Really Want” 

 

 

 

Edge Fundamental CD 

Edge Fundamentals Interactive Workbook 

Edge Fundamentals Grammar Workbook 

Edge Fundamentals Fluency  



f) Quotations --Lincoln 

g) Personal Hopes/Dreams 

h) 1 Paragraph Writing Prompts 

i) Compare/contrast Paragraph 

*Culminating Unit Project 

a) Comparison of US and native cultures 

 

 

 

Academic Language Frames 

Graphic Organizers 

Rubrics: speaking, participation, writing 

Word Cloud 

 

www.newsela.org 

www.newsinlevels.org 

www.readworks.org 

For Your Information Introductory  

Side by Side Chapter 4 

Milestones 

 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 

Lang of Math:  If the World Were a Village, Tokyo Fish Market, Chocolate Money 

Lang of Science: Freaky Food 

Language of SS: Freaky Food, Behind the Veil, The Simple Sport, A House Divided 

 

TECHNOLOGY:      8.1.12.A.CS1   Understand and use technology systems 
                                  

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 4 JOURNEYS 

 



ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● Some people around the world do not live in permanent 

shelters.  

● They move from place to place to look for food and 

because of environmental factors.  

● Readers must use their previous knowledge, new 

information, visuals and text features to help draw 

conclusions. 

● An essay contains an introduction, a body and a 

conclusion.  

● An effective introduction contains a hook.  

 

● Why do people move from place to place? 

● What can readers use to draw conclusions? 

● What are the components of an essay? 

● How can one write an effective introduction? 

 

 

NJSLS Standards 

 

Reading 

● Literature 

● RL.9-10.1.  

● RL.9-10.2.  

● RL.9-10.3.  

● RL.9-10.4 

● RL.9-10.7.  

● RL.7.6.  

● RL.6.9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Learning Objectives: 

 

● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 

determining where the text leaves matter uncertain.  

● Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 

over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 

specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 

● Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 

advance the plot or develop the theme 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time 

and place; how it sets a formal or tone.) 

● Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 

mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s 

“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  

● Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Informational 

● RI.9-10.1 

● RI.9-10.2  

● RI.9-10.4  

● RI.6.6 

● RI.4.9 

● RI.6.3  

● RI.6.7 

● RI.9-10.8  

● RI.9-10.5 

● RI.9-10.10 

● RF.5.4. b 

● R.I.5.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

characters or narrators in a text 

● Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 

context, and background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories 

and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to 

similar themes and topics 

 

 

● Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 

response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves 

matters uncertain 

● Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by 

specific details; provide an objective summary of the text 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone 

● Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text. 

● Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

● Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes 

● Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic 

or issue. 

● Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 

the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 

statements and reasoning. 

● Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 

chapter). 

● By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking/Listening: 

● SL.9-10.1 

● SL.9-10.2 

● SL.9-10.5. 

● SL.9-10.6.  

● SL.4.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing:  

 

● W.9-10.2. 

● W.9-10.3.  

●  W.9-10.4 

● W.9-10.5.  

● W.9-10.6.  

● W.9-10.7.  

complexity above with scaffolding as needed. 

● Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression. 

● Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the 

overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

 

 

● Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively 

● Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy 

of each source 

●  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence 

and to add interest.  

● Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English 

● Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 

ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace 

 

 

 

 

● Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 

and analysis of content 

● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences 

● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/5/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/5/5/


● W.9-10.9.  

● W.9-10.10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language: 

● L.9-10.6    

● L.9-10.1  

● L.3.1.a 

● L.3.1.b 

● L.3.1.d 

● L.3.1.e 

● L.3.1.f 

● L.3.1.i 

● L.4.2.a 

● RF.1.3 

● L.4.4.A 

● L.4.4.C 

● RF.1.1.A 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), 

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience 

● Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or 

shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 

information and to display information flexibly and dynamically 

● Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

● Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 

● Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression 

● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking 

● Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general 

and their functions in particular sentences. 

● Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

● Form and use regular and irregular verbs 

● Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses 

● Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 

● Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

●  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/1/a/


● .RF.1.2.A 

● RF.1.2.C 

● RF 5.4.B 

● .L.5.5.A 

● L.5.5.C 

● L.4.3.B 

 

 

 

 

 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

● Use correct capitalization 

● Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words 

● Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase 

● Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key 

words and phrases. 

● Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, 

ending punctuation). 

● Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words 

● Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken 

single-syllable words 

● Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 

● Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

● Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

● Choose punctuation for effect. 

 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

SW use reading strategies and vocabulary to build 

comprehension about the theme of journeys. 

SW use grammar concepts and graphic organizers to assist in 

expanding knowledge when writing about the theme of journeys. 

 GRAMMAR 

● Common & Proper Nouns 

SKILLS (SWBT) 

 

● Discuss Essential Questions 

● Give personal information 

● Participate in a conversation 

● Preview 

● Predict 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/


● A/An 

● Past Tense  

 

 

 

 

 

● Use academic & key vocabulary 

● Cite evidence 

● Analyze visuals 

● Interpret visuals 

● Visualize 

● Analyze text features: Photos, Captions, Section headings 

● Analyze text structure: Compare, Contrast, Time Order  

● Give an oral response to literature 

● Identify characters, setting, conflict, plot, theme, 

resolution 

● Summarize text orally & in writing 

● Make a survey 

● Classify ideas 

● Match genre to writing  

● Connect across texts 

● Compare across texts 

● Analyze literary element- METAPHOR 

● Listen actively 

● Build fluency 

● Write 3 paragraph essay 

● Revise & edit writing 

● Distinguish between common and proper nouns 

 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS & ASSESSMENTS 

 

*Quizizz/Kahoot 

*Poster (formative) 

*Interactive Grammar Games 

*Grammar Quiz 

*Chapter Tests 

RESOURCES 

 

“Nomads” 

“People of the Ice” 

“The Jewel of the Sand” 

“The US Camel Corps” 

“Americans on the Move” --- For Your Information  



*Google Forms 

*PlayPosit 

*Oral Presentation 

*Choral Readings 

*Reader’s Theater 

*Graphic Organizers 

a) SWBTS 

b) Story Map 

*Writing Assessments  

a) Journal Entry 

b) 3 paragraph expository essay 

*Culminating Unit Project 

a) Travel Guide 

b) Personal Narrative--Journey to US 

 

 

Building Bridges 

Academic Language Frames 

Graphic Organizers 

Rubrics: speaking, participation, writing 

Word Cloud 

 

www.newsela.org 

www.newsinlevels.org 

www.readworks.org 

For Your Information Introductory Chapter 2 

Inside Unit 7 “Pack Your Bags” 

 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 

Lang of Math: survey & bar charts 

Lang of Science: “Nomads”; “People of the Ice”; “Pack Your Bags” 

Language of SS: “Nomads”; “People of the Ice”  

TECHNOLOGY:      8.1.12.A.CS1   Understand and use technology systems 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 5 HIDDEN FORCES 
 



ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 A force is a kind of power.  

 Forces are not always visible.  

 Readers interact with the text when they annotate. 

 Readers are more likely to retain information when they annotate. 

 Annotations facilitate both discussion and writing tasks.  

 What is a force? 

 Why is annotating a useful tool for readers? 

 

NJSLS Standards 
 

Reading 

 Literature 

 RL.9-10.1.  

 RL.9-10.2.  

 RL.9-10.3.  

 RL.9-10.4 

 RL.9-10.7.  

 RL.7.6.  

 RL.6.9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Learning Objectives: 
 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matter 

uncertain.  

 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of 

the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details and provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over 

the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or tone.) 

 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including 

what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s 

Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  

 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators 

in a text 

 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels 

and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics 



 

 

Informational 

 RI.9-10.1 

 RI.9-10.2  

 RI.9-10.4  

 RI.6.6 

 RI.4.9 

 RI.6.3  

 RI.6.7 

 RI.9-10.8  

 RI.9-10.5 

 RI.9-10.10 

 RF.5.4.b 

 R.I.5.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking/Listening: 

 SL.9-10.1 

 

 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.) and 

make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone 

 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 

knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably 

 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a 

text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes 

 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well 

as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

 Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 

valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and reasoning. 

 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular 

sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity above 

with scaffolding as needed. 

 Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a 

particular story, drama, or poem. 

 

 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively 



 SL.9-10.2 

 SL.9-10.5. 

 SL.9-10.6.  

 SL.4.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing:  

 

 W.9-10.2. 

 W.9-10.3.  

  W.9-10.4 

 W.9-10.5.  

 W.9-10.6.  

 W.9-10.7.  

 W.9-10.9.  

 W.9-10.10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source 

  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) 

in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 

 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace 

 

 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 

approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what 

is most significant for a specific purpose and audience 

 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared writing 

products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display 

information flexibly and dynamically 

 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation. 

 Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 



 

 

Language: 
 L.9-10.6    

 L.9-10.1  

 L.3.1.a 

 L.3.1.b 

 L.3.1.d 

 L.3.1.e 

 L.3.1.f 

 L.3.1.i 

 L.4.2.a 

 RF.1.3 

 L.4.4.A 

 L.4.4.C 

 RF.1.1.A 

 RF.1.2.A 

 RF.1.2.C 

 RF 5.4.B 

 L.5.5.A 

 L.5.5.C 

 L.4.3.B 

 

 

 

 

 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 

 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking 

 Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions 

in particular sentences. 

 Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

 Form and use regular and irregular verbs 

 Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses 

 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 

 Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing 

 Use correct capitalization 

 Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words 

 Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase 

 Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 

the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending 

punctuation). 

 Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words 

 Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable 

words 

 Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 

successive readings. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/3/b/


 Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

 Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better 

understand each of the words. 

 Choose punctuation for effect. 

 

KNOWLEDGE 
 

SW use reading strategies and vocabulary to build comprehension about 

hidden forces.  

SW use grammar concepts and graphic organizers to assist in expanding 

knowledge when writing about hidden forces.  

  

  GRAMMAR 

 

 Simple Past Irregular verbs 

 Simple, Compound & Complex sentences 

 Commas 

 

PHONICS 

 Blends/Diphthongs 

 

 

SKILLS (SWBT) 
 

 Discuss Essential Questions 

 Participate in a conversation 

 Preview 

 Predict 

 Use academic & key vocabulary 

 Cite evidence 

 Annotate text 

 Analyze visuals 

 Interpret visuals 

 Identify main idea & details 

 Distinguish fact from opinion 

 Analyze text features: Photos, Captions, 

Section headings 

 Analyze text structure: Compare & 

Contrast; Cause & Effect 

 Give an oral response to literature 

 Identify characters, setting, conflict, plot, 

theme, resolution 

 Summarize text orally & in writing 

 Classify ideas 

 Connect across texts 

 Compare across texts 

 Synthesize information 



 Compare/contrast author’s viewpoint 

 Relate words: synonyms & antonyms 

 Listen actively 

 Build fluency 

 Write a personal narrative 

 Write an informational article 

 Write a new myth 

 Use transitions of sequence 

 Utilize sentence variety (simple, compound 

& complex) in writing 

 Revise & edit writing 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS & ASSESSMENTS 
*Quizizz/Kahoot 

*Poster (formative) 

*Interactive Grammar Games 

*Grammar Quiz 

*Chapter Tests 

*Google Forms 

*Self-Assessment 

*PlayPosit 

*Oral Presentation 

*Choral Readings 

*Reader’s Theater 

*Graphic Organizers 

a. SWBTS 

b. Story Map 

c. T-Chart 

d. Word Web 

e. Sequence Chart 

*Writing Assessments  

RESOURCES 
“The Trojan Horse” 

“Earthquake” 

“Oil Drilling and Earthquakes” 

 

Building Bridges 

Academic Language Frames 

Graphic Organizers 

Rubrics: speaking, participation, writing 

Word Cloud 

 

www.newsela.org 

www.newsinlevels.org 

www.readworks.org 

 

 

 



a. Journal Entry 

b. Greek Gods 

c. Informational Article  

*Culminating Unit Project 

a. Create a new myth 

 

 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
 

Lang of Math: bar chart earthquake data 

Lang of Science: “Earthquake” 

Language of SS: “The Trojan Horse” 

TECHNOLOGY:      8.1.12.A.CS1   Understand and use technology systems 

                                  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

UNIT 6 FAMILY TIES 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 People may become family through birth, marriage or adoption.  

 In some cultures, pets are considered family members. 

 A riddle is a question, statement or puzzle that demands a clever answer. 

 There are dominant and recessive traits. 

 These traits determine people’s physical characteristics. 

 Traditions are passed on from one generation to the next. 

 Traditions are a valuable aspect of one’s culture.  

 How do people become family? 

 Are animals/pets part of a family? 

 What is a riddle? 

 What is the science behind traits? 

 Why are traditions culturally important? 

 

NJSLS Standards 
 

Reading 

 Literature 

 RL.9-10.1.  

 RL.9-10.2.  

 RL.9-10.3.  

 RL.9-10.4 

 RL.9-10.7.  

 RL.7.6.  

 RL.6.9  

 

 

Student Learning Objectives: 
 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matter 

uncertain.  

 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of 

the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details and provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over 

the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or tone.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Informational 

 RI.9-10.1 

 RI.9-10.2  

 RI.9-10.4  

 RI.6.6 

 RI.4.9 

 RI.6.3  

 RI.6.7 

 RI.9-10.8  

 RI.9-10.5 

 RI.9-10.10 

 RF.5.4. b 

 R.I.5.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including 

what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s 

Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  

 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators 

in a text 

 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels 

and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics 

 

 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.) and 

make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone 

 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 

knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably 

 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a 

text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes 

 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well 

as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

 Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 

valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and reasoning. 

 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular 

sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity above 

with scaffolding as needed. 

    Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 



 

 

 

 

Speaking/Listening: 

SL.9-10.1 

SL.9-10.2 

SL.9-10.5. 

SL.9-10.6.  

SL.4.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing:  

W.9-10.2. 

W.9-10.3.  

W.9-10.4 

W.9-10.5.  

W.9-10.6.  

W.9-10.7.  

W.9-10.9.  

 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a 

particular story, drama, or poem. 

 

 

 

 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source 

  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) 

in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 

 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace 

 

 

 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 

approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what 

is most significant for a specific purpose and audience 



W.9-10.10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language: 

L.9-10.6    

L.9-10.1  

L.3.1.a 

L.3.1.b 

L.3.1.d 

L.3.1.e 

L.3.1.f 

L.3.1.i 

L.4.2.a 

RF.1.3 

L.4.4.A 

L.4.4.C 

RF.1.1.A 

RF.1.2.A 

RF.1.2.C 

RF 5.4.B 

L.5.5.A 

 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared writing 

products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display 

information flexibly and dynamically 

 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation. 

 Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 

 

 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking 

 Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions 

in particular sentences. 

 Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

 Form and use regular and irregular verbs 

 Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses 

 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 

 Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing 

 Use correct capitalization 

 Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/


L.5.5.C 

L.4.3.B 

 

 

 

 

 Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase 

    Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending 

punctuation). 

 Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words 

 Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable 

words 

 Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 

successive readings. 

 Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

 Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better 

understand each of the words. 

 Choose punctuation for effect 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 
 

SW use reading strategies and vocabulary to build comprehension about 

family ties. 

SW use grammar concepts and graphic organizers to assist in expanding 

knowledge when writing about family ties.  

  

  GRAMMAR 

 

Adverbs 

Comparative Adverbs 

Wh-questions 

 

SKILLS (SWBT) 
 

 Discuss Essential Questions 

 Participate in a conversation 

 Preview 

 Predict 

 Use academic & key vocabulary 

 Cite evidence 

 Reread 

 Annotate text 

 Analyze visuals 

 Interpret visuals 

 Identify main idea & details  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/3/b/


PHONICS 
 

 

 

 Analyze text features: Photos, Captions, 

Section headings 

 Analyze text structure: Compare & Contrast; 

Cause & Effect 

 Give an oral response to literature 

 Identify characters, setting, conflict, plot, 

theme, resolution 

 Classify ideas 

 Compare substantiated and unsubstantiated 

facts 

 Connect across texts 

 Compare across texts 

 Synthesize information 

 Compare/contrast author’s viewpoint 

 Relate words: synonyms & antonyms 

 Listen actively 

 Build fluency 

 Write a critique 

 Write a letter 

 Write a folktale 

 Give an oral presentation 

 Use transitions of sequence 

 Utilize sentence variety (simple, compound & 

complex) in writing 

 Revise & edit writing 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS & ASSESSMENTS 
*Quizizz/Kahoot 

*Poster (formative) 

*Interactive Grammar Games 

RESOURCES 
“A Clever Daughter-in-Law” 

“Family Traits” 

“Daytime Curfews” 



*Grammar Quiz 

*Chapter Tests 

*Google Forms 

*Self-Assessment 

*PlayPosit 

*Oral Presentation 

*Choral Readings 

*Reader’s Theater 

*Graphic Organizers 

 

*Writing Assessments  

a. Journal Entry 

b. Critique 

c. Folktale 

*Culminating Unit Project 

a. Native country traditions/festival 

 

 

Building Bridges 

Academic Language Frames 

Graphic Organizers 

Rubrics: speaking, participation, writing 

Word Cloud 

 

http://www.funology.com/riddles/ 

www.newsela.org 

www.newsinlevels.org 

www.readworks.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 

Lang of Math: “Daytime Curfews” 

Lang of Science: “Family Ties” 

Language of SS: “A Clever Daughter-in-Law” 

TECHNOLOGY:      8.1.12.A.CS1   Understand and use technology systems 

                                 

 


