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District Mission Statement 

 
The mission of the Hillside Public Schools is to ensure that all students at all grade levels achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 

Standards and make connections to real-world success.  We are committed to strong parent-community school partnerships, providing a safe, 

engaging, and effective learning environment, and supporting a comprehensive system of academic and developmental support that meets the unique 

needs of each individual. 

 

Academic Area Overview 

 

The Hillside Township School District is committed to excellence. We believe that all children are entitled to an education that will equip them to 

become productive citizens of the twenty-first century. We believe that an education grounded in the fundamental principles of Language Arts will 

provide students with the skills and content necessary to become our future leaders.  

   

Language Arts is an integral component in the development of every student.  Their competence in this area corresponds to their success in other 

academic disciplines.   As such, the program is rooted in promoting awareness of how literacy is integral to their goal attainment and advancement.  

They have opportunities to apply grammar concepts, writing objectives and textual analysis to project creation.   Children have the chance to explore 

areas of interests, exercise inquiry and demonstrate knowledge by constructing unit artifacts.  Their ingenuity and perspectives will be respected as 

they assess their work and that of their peers utilizing rubrics.  They will work in an environment that encourages them to take compositional risks 

and embraces the writing process.  Unit topics correspond to text selections; novels vary according to lexile levels.  Honors and differentiated 

instruction books are noted accordingly with an H and DI designation. 

   

Our program provides teachers with the support and resources to diversify methodology and consistently utilize technology in daily instruction.  

Teachers are scheduled to meet weekly by grade level to share planning ideas and classroom innovations.  The expectation of excellence extends to 

the professional staff; our teachers are full of fresh ideas from approved development workshops and academic courses to provide students with the 

tools needed to maximize their potential.      

 

Equality and Equity in Curriculum 
 

The Hillside Township School District ensures that the district’s curriculum and instruction are aligned to the State’s Core Curriculum Content 

Standards and addresses the elimination of discrimination and the achievement gap, as identified by underperforming school-level AYP reports for 

State assessment, by providing equity in educational programs and by providing opportunities for students to interact positively with others 

regardless of race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, affectional or sexual orientation, gender, religion, disability or 

socioeconomic status.   

 

 

N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.7(b): Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973; N.J.S.A. 10:5; Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 
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Lesson Information 

 
 Lesson Name: ________________________ 

 Unit: _______________________________ 

 Date: _______________________________ 

 

Lesson Data 

 
1. Essential Questions: 

 

 

 

2. NJCCCS: 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Knowledge: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Skills: 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will know…… 

Students will be able to….. 
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5. Assessment:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Lesson Agenda:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Homework: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Include in Lesson Outline: 

 Anticipated Timing 

 Do Now  

  Whole Group Instruction  

 Discussion Prompts 

 Journal Writing Prompts 

 Materials (Incorporation of Technology) 

 

Evidence of Student Learning:  



 7 

UNIT 1: Introductory Speech 
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand that: 

 Communication is the process of sending and receiving messages (imparting the exchange of 

thoughts, opinions or information) either vocally or symbolically. 

 The use of delivery skills such as volume, vocal quality, diction, eye contact and body language 

are necessary for effective public speaking. 

 Encoding and encoding are the processes used in turning ideas and feelings into verbal and 

nonverbal messages and the interpretation by the listener of those messages. 

 Nonverbal language can be a powerful force in delivering and interpreting the speaker’s message. 

 Feedback is an essential component of improvement of the quality of a speaker’s thoughts and 

ideas. 

 An analysis of well-known public speakers in history and political life can be an insightful and 

critical tool. 

 Constructive criticism is important in maintaining respect and rapport between students in 

developing stronger speaking skills. 

 Audience analysis provides the speaker with a pre-knowledge about the content of his or her 

speech. 

 Strategies for dealing with stage fright will make the speaking experience more effective and 

enjoyable. 

 What are the purposes and functions of a 

group discussion? 

 Why is it important to know the different 

types of group discussions? 

 What are group dynamic? 

 What are the elements of an effective group 

discussion? 

 What are the various styles of leadership? 

 How can we use group discussion as an 

important tool for problem solving? 

 Why is group discussion critical in a 

democratic society? 

 How is an outline an effective tool in 

promoting responsibility? 

NJCCCS/CCSS 

 

SL.11-12.1a 

 

 

SL.11-12.2 

 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.3 

KNOWLEDGE 

Students will learn: 

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 

decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 

individual roles as needed 

 Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 

comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 

resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 

additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation. 

 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of 

evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links 

among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

Complete the task.. 

SKILLS 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize and understand the elements of verbal and 

nonverbal communication. 

 Perform an impromptu speech using delivery skills, such as 

eye contact. Proper volume, controlled vocal quality, diction 

and body language. 

 Evaluate the speech and content of peers and well-known 

public speakers with teacher generated rubric. 

 Apply the fundamental principles of constructive criticism in 

evaluation of peers. 

 Identify the modes of encoding and decoding in daily speech. 

 Deliver an extemporaneous (planned and practiced) 

presentation incorporating the techniques and strategies of 

public speaking. 
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Pacing Chart- Introductory Speech 

Unit 1 
 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

1 Week 

 

Communication in 

Daily Life 

 

 

Type 1 and Type 2 writing, encoding and 

decoding exercises 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

 

1 Week 

 

 

Delivery Skills Type 1 & Type 2 Writing, impromptu 

speaking with teacher, generated list of topics 

and student rubric worksheets 

1 Week 

 

Diction and Language 

 

 

 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing, students will create 

a list of contemporary words and phrases that 

teacher will not recognize, students work on 

delivering alliterative diction exercises. 

 

 

 

1Week 

 

Stage Fright Students will perform relaxation exercises 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/
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UNIT 2: Speech to Demonstrate 
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand: 

 A process speech is an excellent way to introduce the basic elements of expository speaking. 

 A process speech can either convey information about a topic or explain how to perform a task. 

 The correct way to incorporate a visual aid (actual, illustration or use of multimedia) can 

enhance the success of a presentation. 

 Proper understanding of your audience’s needs and concerns will result in the correct selection 

of a topic and its application. 

 Choosing the language level that reflects the audience will result in an effective presentation. 

 There are various types of introductions that lead to audience involvement and interest. 

 Practice and planning of a demonstration speech is essential to its success. 

 Impromptu speaking sharpens feedback and speech delivery skills. 

 Materials for a speech demonstration can be organized into many different formats. 

 Concluding a demonstration speech reinstates the main ideas of the speech and leaves the 

audience with a vivid impression of the speaker. 

 

 

 What is a process speech? 

 How does it relate to expository speaking? 

 What strategies and techniques contributes to a 

successfully demonstration speech? 

 How do we use audience analysis to 

incorporate word choice and organization in 

our speeches? 

 How does the use of jargon and informal 

language help to reach an audience? 

 How do we use a speech introduction to grab 

the attention of our audience? 

 How do we reinforce delivery skills? 

 How do we organize the main points of a 

speech into its most cohesive structure? 

 How do we conclude a process speech and 

know that it has been achieved its objectives? 

 

NJCCS 

 

SL11-12.1b 

 

SL11-121c 

 

 

 

 

SL11-12.6 

KNOWLEDGE 

Students will know:  

 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 

decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines 

 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 

probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range 

of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 

and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 

perspectives. Individual roles as needed. 

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See 

grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 

expectations.) 

SKILLS 

Students will be able to: 

 Select a topic for a process speech 

 Understand the interaction and relationship between audience 

and types of presentation 

 Create a compelling introduction for a process speech 

 Use a variety of visual aids to enhance the effectiveness of the 

presentation 

 Gain confidence in their delivery skills 

 Organize their speech in a format that will achieve the goals of 

the presentation 

 Recognize how specialized language can increase audience 

involvement 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12
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Pacing Chart- Speech to Demonstrate 

Unit 2 
 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

     1Week 

 

Selecting a topic 

(Audience Analysis) 

 

 

 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will brainstorm ideas for 

demonstration speech topics; students will 

discuss the advantages and disadvantages of 

each topic. 

 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

 

1 Week 

 

 

Visual Aids 

 

 

 

 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will view and critique You Tube 

cooking demonstration; assets and 

disadvantages of each type of visual aid; 

students will discuss and analyze the use of 

maps, charts, graphic organizers, poster, 

virtual models and sample models.   
1 Week 

 

 

Introductions and 

Conclusion Types of 

Organization 

 

 

 

 

 

Type 1 & type 2 writing 

Students will create their own introductions 

and conclusions based on teacher-generated 

worksheets; students will organize a subject 

based on: chronological, climactic, topical, 

cause/effect and problem/solution order to 

select the most effective method 

 

2 weeks 

 

Presenting Process 

Speech 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Student evaluations and feedback through 

rubrics, oral feedback, and volunteer students 

will try to perform skills themselves to access 

the effectiveness of the presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/
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UNIT 3:  Speech to Inform 
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand that: 

 Preparation and practiced are the major keys to an effective speech to inform. 

 Outlines can be organized in a variety of formats that will extrapolate the data needed to make 

the successful impression on the speaker’s audience. 

 Selecting a subject for an informative speech reflects the interests, concerns and needs of the 

audience. 

 Proper analysis of an audience will help language choice and proper diction. 

 A thesis statement clearly defines the purpose and focus of an expository speech. 

 The first three steps of the Monroe Motivated Sequence (attention, need and satisfaction) are the 

building blocks of an informative speech 

 Verbal and nonverbal cues help an audience to understand the major points of a speech to 

inform. 

 Transition words and phrases create unity and reveal relationships. 

 Accurate research in the forms of statistics, facts, case studies and expert testimony are the 

essential components of a speech to inform. 

 

 How can we make speeches to inform as 

effective as possible? 

 How can we use outlines to organize our 

thoughts and information? 

 How can we select a topic that will ensure 

audience interest? 

 How can we create and develop a thesis 

statement for a speech to inform? 

 What is the Monroe Motivated Sequence? 

 What skills of verbal and nonverbal 

communication contribute to understanding of 

the speaker’s subject? 

 How do transition words bridge ideas? 

 How we incorporate research to enhance 

credibility? 

    

NJCCS KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 

Standards:  
W.11-12.1d 

 

 

 

W.11-12.2c 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.4a 

 

 

 

Students will know:   

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 

attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing. 

 

 Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the 

major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

 

 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, 

conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 

perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, 

substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 

range of formal and informal tasks. 

Students will be able to: 

 Understand and recognize the principles of expository speech 

 Organize material into a comprehensive outline 

 Identify and use the principles of the Monroe Motivated 

Sequence for public speaking 

 Create a thesis and central purpose for a selected topic 

 Use and recognize transitional phrases in creating an 

informative speech 

 Use a variety of sources to validate a thesis 
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Pacing Chart - Speech to Inform 

Unit 3 
 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

1 Week 

 

Selecting a topic 

 

 

 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will brainstorm for contemporary 

issues 

 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

  

1 Week 

 

 

Outline 

 

 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will use graphic organizers to outline 

topics based on NY Times articles 

 

1 Week 

 

 

Monroe Motivated 

Sequence 

 

 

 

 

 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will relate Monroe Motivated 

Sequence to a variety of contemporary topics 

(i.e. global warming, child labor) 

1 Week 

 

 

Research Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Writing, library and internet research 

Students will present draft outlines and works 

cited pages 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Weeks 

 

 

Speech Presentations 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will present speeches with student 

rubric worksheets as feedback and evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/
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UNIT 4: Group Discussion 
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand that: 

 Group norms govern the way people interact in order to share information and solve a problem. 

 Discussion format may vary according to the task involved and the issued to be addressed. 

 The use of delivery skills such as volume, vocal quality, diction, eye contact and body language 

are necessary for effective group discussion. 

 Group dynamics indicates the interactions of the group and its effectiveness in operating as a 

unit. 

 A forceful and unified group has the ability to work together using different perspectives and 

shared information to enlighten an audience and find solutions to different problems. 

 Leadership can be laissez-faire, democratic and authoritarian. 

 Group discussions are orderly, well-planned meetings and exert a positive influence on the 

group’s ability to achieve its goals. 

 Group discussions can teach the principles of compromise, consensus and empathy. 

 Questions of fact, value and policy can contribute to a well-rounded and effective discussion. 

 Outlines can organize materials into cohesive and well-focused units in order to share the 

responsibility of a group assignment and convey a well-rounded appreciation of the subject. 

 Group discussion promotes the principles of respect and cooperation in order to achieve the 

goals of the group.  

 

 What are the purposes and functions of a 

discussion group? 

 Why is it important to know the different types 

of group discussions? 

 What are group dynamics? 

 What are the elements of an effective group 

discussion? 

 What are the various styles of leadership? 

 How can we use group discussion as an 

important tool for problem solving? 

 Why is group discussion critical in a 

democratic society? 

 How is an outline an effective tool in 

promoting responsibility? 

 What are the differences between questions of 

fact, value and policy? 

 How does group discussion teach respect for 

the opinion of others? 
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NJCCCS 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

SKILLS 

 

Standards:  
 

SL.11-12.1a 

 

 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.1b 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.2 

 

 

 

 

Students will know how to: 

 

 Come to discussions prepared having read and researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 

referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic 

or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 

ideas. 

 

  Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 

decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 

individual roles as needed. 

 

  Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order 

to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 

discrepancies among the data. 

Students will be able to: 

 Understand and identify the principles of a group discussion. 

 Recognize and incorporate the qualities if a dynamic group 

discussion. 

 Choose the correct leadership style to implement the group’s 

purpose. 

 Research a contemporary social problem and create a solution 

through shared group tasks and responsibilities. 

 Present a comprehensive solution to a problem using the form 

of a panel discussion. 

 Identify the function of each group member’s job in 

maintaining the group’s focus and achievement. 

 Identify the differences between questions of facts, value and 

policy. 

 Create an outline that uses research for the subject at hand and 

uses a MLA works cited page. 
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Pacing Chart - Group Discussion 

Unit 4 
 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

1 Week Preparation Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will demonstrate the basic 

functioning of a group discussion based on 

survival choice group discussion. 

Students will read an article from the New 

York Times on a contemporary issue and 

suggest several solutions based on the article’s 

premise. 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for Effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

 

1 Week 

 

 

Group Preparation Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Groups will select topics based on student 

generated lists. 

Students will assign subtopics and select a 

moderator. 

Students will assign research roles, 

determining questions of fact, value and 

policy. 

2 Weeks 

 

 

Sample Group 

Presentations 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will present and solve various 

problems using a panel discussion format. 

Students will use a rubric for providing 

feedback and analysis. 

Students will analyze the types of leadership 

used in group discussions. 

 

1 Week 

 

Panel Group Problem 

Solving Discussions 

Type 1 & Type 2 writing 

Students will present solutions to 

contemporary issues based on research and 

works cited pages. 

Students will use a rubric to evaluate group 

dynamics and leadership abilities. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/
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UNIT 5: Speech to Persuade 
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand: 

 The objectives for a speech to persuade are to motivate, encourage, convince or support an ideas 

or behavior. 

 Logical, emotional and ethical proof is necessary in order to convey the message of the speaker. 

 The steps of the Monroe Motivated Sequence (attention, need, satisfaction, visualization and 

action) are tools to help the speaker reach his/her objective. 

 A comprehensive and detailed outline and works cited page are integral to a speaker’s success. 

 Speakers must recognize and avoid the use of generalizations, stereotypes and other means of 

propaganda. 

 Persuasive speeches need vivid language and connotative words in order to achieve lasting 

effect. 

 The use of figurative language such as similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification, irony, 

understatement and overstatement adds life to bland speeches. 

 Content and delivery are critical importance in a speech to persuade. 

 The audience reaction to a persuasive speech will result in a change in attitude, thinking and 

action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 What are the objectives and purposes for a 

persuasive speech? 

 How can we use logical, emotional and ethical 

appeal in a speech to persuade? 

 How do the steps of the Monroe Motivated 

Sequence affect the outcome of a persuasive 

speech? 

 What are the most effective ways to organize a 

speech to persuade? 

 How can we avoid faulty reasoning 

techniques? 

 How can we use vivid language to persuade an 

audience? 

 How does figurative language put spice into a 

persuasive speech? 

 How can we maximize the impact of a speech 

to persuade? 

 How does an audience evaluate a speech to 

persuade?  
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NJCCCS 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

SKILLS 

 

Standards:  
 

 

SL.11-12.2 

 

 

 

 

SL. 11-12.4 

 

 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.6 

 

 

 

W.11-12.1b 

Students will know how to: 

 

 

  Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order 

to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 

discrepancies among the data. 

 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, 

conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 

perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, 

substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 

range of formal and informal tasks. 

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See 

grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 

expectations.) 

 Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, 

supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out 

the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates 

the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible 

biases. 

 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Evaluate the situation, purpose and audience for a speech to 

persuade. 

 Apply the use of logical, emotional and ethical proof in their 

speeches. 

 Organize their major ideas into focal points using details and 

supporting material based on research. 

 Analyze the characteristics of a persuasive speech. 

 Present a persuasive speech based on previously discussed 

rubrics of content and delivery. 

 Recognize the techniques of propaganda. 

 Apply the use of the Monroe Motivated Sequence as it pertains 

to the effectiveness of a speech to persuade. 

 Evaluate a speech to persuade. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12
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Pacing Chart 

Unit 5: Speech to Persuade 
 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

2 Weeks 

 

Persuasion 

 

 

Type 1 & type 2 writing 

Students will describe an occasion in which 

they had to persuade a school official or 

teacher about a situation. 

Students will find an advertisement and 

explain what is or is not appealing about it. 

Students will find a common object in the 

classroom and try to sell it to the class. 

Students will perform impromptu speeches 

based on teacher-generated subjects that 

include real and imaginary persuasive topics. 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for Effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

 

2 Weeks 

 

 

Types of Appeals  Type 1 & type 2 writing 

Students will listen to the speeches of Martin 

Luther King and Malcolm X for the use of 

logical, emotional and ethical appeal. 

Students will find an advertisement on the 

internet that uses either or all types of proofs 

and analyze that proof in a speech. 

Students will analyze how the reaction of the 

audience to the topic impacts the final speech. 

Students will analyze Princess Diane’s speech 

on land mines (June 12, 1997) for different 

types of appeals. 

1 Week  

 

 

Propaganda 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will find examples of propaganda and 

relate them to commercials on TV and the 

internet. 

Students will create a survey that uses several 

types of propaganda techniques in relation to 

school issues. 

 

1 Week 

 

Figurative Language Students will study the poem, “Metaphors” by 

Sylvia Plath to identify the use of metaphors. 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/
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 Students will create examples of precise 

language, euphemisms and simple language. 

Students will create examples of 

understatement and overstatement in everyday 

situations. 

 

2 Weeks 

 

Presentation of 

Speech 

Students will present and be critiqued on their 

presentations for their use of logical, emotional 

and ethical proof, use of vivid language and 

nonverbal communication skills. 
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UNIT 6: Speeches for Special Occasions 
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand: 

 Speeches for special occasions are extemporaneous speeches that are defined by the particular 

event and audience. They contain many different types and circumstances. 

 Speeches for special occasions include introduction, welcome, presentation, acceptance, 

graduation, after dinner and commemoration. 

 Word choice and language are influenced by each particular occasion when considering the 

content of a special occasion speech. 

 Graduation speeches are particularly concerned with shared memories and collective emotions 

and should be worded accordingly. 

 The tone of a speech is dictated by the particular occasion. 

 Many well-known special occasion speeches have had historical significance.  

 The study of special occasion speeches is instructive in developing and emulating the proper 

tone and emotion for important events. 

 A special occasion speech is organized with a specific introduction, body and conclusion. 

 How do speeches for special occasions differ 

in content and organization? 

 What are the different occasions that would 

require a speech? 

 How do the audience, purpose and situation 

influence every public speaking situation? 

 How is a graduation speech an especially 

sensitive special occasion? 

 How should the tone and language of a speech 

suit its occasion? 

 What has been the influence of some famous 

special occasion speeches? 

 What are some outstanding occasions that 

might require presentations and acceptance 

speeches? 

 How do we organize a speech for a special 

occasion? 

 

NJCCCS 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

SKILLS 

 

Standards:  
 

 

W.11-12.2a 

 

 

 

 

W.11-12.1d 

 

 

W.11-12.2d 

 

 

 

 

Students will know how to: 

 

 

 Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information so that each new element builds on that which 

precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 

attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing. 

 Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and 

techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the 

complexity of the topic. 

 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize and identify vivid language in the creation of a 

speech for a special occasion. 

 Narrate in an oral presentation an anecdote that reflects the 

purpose and tone of a speech for a special occasion. 

 Develop ideas and incorporate the requirements for variety of 

special event speeches. 

 Incorporate the use of quotations and other devises to make 

their speeches more effective. 

 Create the introduction, body and conclusion of a speech for a 

special occasion. 

 Complete an original oral presentation. 

 Evaluate the presentation of peers according to a prescribed 

rubric. 
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SL.11-12.1c   Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 

probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range 

of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge 

ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 

perspectives. 
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Pacing Chart 

Unit 6: Speeches for Special Occasions 
 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

1Week 

 

Purpose and 

Objectives 

 

 

 

Students will discuss and identify different types 

of special occasion speeches and relate examples 

they have seen in their own lives. 

Students will study and answer open ended 

questions based on well-known special occasion 

speech. I.e. The Gettysburg Address; Denzel 

Washington’s tribute to Sidney Poitier; Halle 

Berry’s acceptance speech as worst actress of 

the year; Ellen Degeneres at Tulane University. 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for Effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

 

2 Weeks 

 

 

Creating a Special 

Occasion Speech 

 

 

 

 

Students will create impromptu speeches based 

on teacher generated materials and have 

feedback based on criteria created by teacher 

and students. 

Students will find and write a short analysis on 

quotations they select from 

http://www.brainyquotations.com or 

http://www.bartlettsquotations.com 

 

1-2 Weeks 

 

 

Presenting a 

Speech of a Special 

Occasion 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will deliver a speech for a special 

occasion based on a well-crafted idea of their 

own choosing. Each speech must have an 

introduction, body and conclusion. It must also 

include a quotation to enhance their content.  

Students will use a rubric to critique. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/
http://www.brainyquotations.com/
http://www.bartlettsquotations.com/
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UNIT 7: Argumentation 

 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand: 

 Debate is formalized public speaking in which participants prepare and present speeches on 

opposite sides of an issue to determine which side has the stronger argument. 

 Debate is a competitive event that teaches clear thinking, aggressive delivery and organization 

skills. 

 Different debate formats include cross-examination; Lincoln-Douglas and traditional forms. 

 Deductive and inductive reasoning use data in different ways in order to promote logical ideas. 

 The wording of a proposition is essential to understanding a speaker’s focus. 

 Propositions of facts value and policy differ in their approaches to wording and focus of central 

debate issues. 

 Proof should be organized according to its logical, emotional and ethical components. 

 Debaters must use well-prepared constructive speeches as a means to win an audience to their 

dies of a controversial issue. 

 Students will construct a brief that conveys both sides of controversial issues in order to 

anticipate challenges. 

 Competitive speaking events use refutation and rebuttal in order to challenge statements made by 

their opponents. 

 Debaters must use intense and emphatic delivery skills in a competitive contest. 

 Debate strategies include incorporating key and stock issues as techniques in winning a formal 

argument. 

 What are the specialized features of debate? 

 What are the purposes of argumentation? 

 What are the different debate formats? 

 What is deductive and inductive reasoning? 

 How do we frame a proposition and organize 

proof? 

 What are differences between a proposition of 

facts, value and policy? 

 What are the responsibilities of the affirmative 

and negative members of a debate? 

 How do we organize a brief? 

 How does a speaker use the rhetorical devices 

of refutation and rebuttal? 

 How is debate the culmination of a speaker’s 

delivery skills? 

 What strategies are used to win a competitive 

debate? 

 

NJCCCS 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

SKILLS 

 

Standards:  
 

SL.11-12.1d 

 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.2 

 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.3 

Students will know how to: 

 

 Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 

comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 

resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 

additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task. 

  Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order 

to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 

discrepancies among the data. 

 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize and understand the principles of debate. 

 Frame a position for a controversial issue. 

 Focus on one side in a debate. 

 Find prima facie evidence in order to challenge the status quo 

 Research a topic in order to argue for one side of a 

proposition. 

 Work in a cooperative manner on a team to win an event. 

 Deliver a cohesive and powerful constructive speech. 

 Deliver a strong, compelling argument based on logical, 

emotional and ethical proof. 

 Use key and stock issues in a debate. 
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SL.11-12.6 

evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links 

among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used 

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See 

grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 

expectations.) 

. 

 

 

 

 Challenge and refute counterclaims. 

 Use delivery skills for emphasis and audience appeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12
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Pacing Chart 

UNIT 7: Argumentation 

 

 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

Week 

 

Principals of 

Debate 

 

 

 

PowerPoint presentations and analysis 

Students will read articles from The New York 

Times and deliver impromptu debates. 

Students will meet in pairs to select debate topic. 

Students will delegate role responsibility within 

two-person, then four person team. 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for Effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

 

Weeks 

 

 

Formatting a 

Proposition 

 

 

 

 

Students will select and format controversial 

issues into debate propositions. 

Students will identify and practice the rules of 

prima facie. 

Students will phrase propositions correctly. 

Students will identify and deliver constructive 

speeches on the negative and positive sides of a 

proposition. 

Weeks 

 

 

Types of Evidence 

 

Students will complete sample brief on a debate 

issue. 

Students will analyze the logical, emotional and 

ethical proof used in different debate formats. 

Students will use rubric to evaluate the 

presentations of impromptu debate formats. 

Weeks Key and Stock 

Issues 

Students will analyze and apply the use key 

issues (points of agreement and disagreement in 

a debate) to select issues. 

Students will apply the principles of stock issues 

(ill, blame, cure and cost) to select issues. 

Students will analyze the speech of current 

presidents to show the principles of stock issues 

in political life. 

Weeks Presentation & 

Debate 

Students will present well-prepared and 

researched constructive speeches on a debate 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/
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topic. 

Students will be evaluated on the correct 

wording of their propositions, research, 

organization, delivery, refutation and rebuttals. 
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UNIT 8: Oral Interpretation 
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Students will understand: 

 An oral interpretation involves the presentation of a work of literature to a group of listeners in 

order to express the meaning contained in the literacy work. 

 Poetry, prose and drama are presented in a variety of ways depending on their meaning, mood 

and formats. 

 Oral interpretation involves individual readings as opposed to reader’s theatre which uses group 

dynamics and cooperative functioning. 

 An introduction prepares the audience by giving background information on the selection being 

read. 

 The selection of the literature affects the performance of the reader or group in the quality of 

universal appeal. 

 A reader analyzes the piece of literature for its characterization, narrative and theme in order to 

convey its meaning to the audience. 

 The point of view of the author, whether subjective or objective, is important to understanding 

the theme of a work and choosing the correct delivery of the work. 

 A transcribed manuscript indicates the use of pauses and vocal emphasis in order to demonstrate 

to an audience the meaning of a literacy work. 

 The use of volume, eye contact, diction, body language and other delivery skills is fundamental 

to communicating the central idea of a literacy work. 

 What is oral interpretation? 

 How do different types of literature affect the 

interpretation? 

 How does oral interpretation differ from 

reader’s theatre? 

 Why is an introduction critical to the success 

of a reading? 

 How does the choice of a selection affect the 

reader’s interpretation? 

 How do we analyze the type of selection? 

 How is point of view important in oral 

interpretation? 

 How do we transcribe a manuscript? 

 Why is vocal emphasis critical in an oral 

interpretation? 

 How can we use delivery skills for an effective 

presentation of an oral interpretation project? 

 

NJCCCS 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

SKILLS 

 

Standards:  
RL.11-12.1 

 

 

 

 

RL.11-12.2 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will know how to: 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 

uncertain. 

 

 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and 

analyze their development over the course of the text, including 

how they interact and build on one another to produce a 

complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize the different types of literature. 

 Understand the use of subjective and objective point of view. 

 Select literature appropriate to a reader and audience. 

 Write an introduction that will encompass the theme and 

purpose of a literacy work. 

 Transcribe a manuscript for oral interpretation. 

 Determine the central theme of a literacy work. 

 Present an interpretive reading of selected materials for 

entertainment and insight. 
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RL.11-12.3 

 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.5 

 

 

 

SL.11-12.6 

 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to 

develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 

story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are 

introduced and developed). 

 

 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, 

audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to 

enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and 

to add interest. 

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See 

grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 

expectations.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12
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Pacing Chart 

Unit 8: Oral Interpretation 
 

 

TIME 

FRAME 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

RESOURCES/INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

 

 

Week 

 

Understanding the 

Selection 

 

Students will list kinds of selections they would 

enjoy by listing stories that have intrigued and 

moved them. 

Students will read and identify the qualities of 

universal appeal in the poems of Langston 

Hughes, the Gettysburg Address, selection from 

“The Jacket” by Gary Soto, “The Cask of 

Amontillado” by Edger Allen Poe. 

(Text, subscriptions, web-based programs, lessons) 

 

 Speech for Effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber 

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 

 Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol 

Francis (Pearson Hall) 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Plato 

 http://www.thinkinfinity.org 

 http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/ 

 http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2 

 http://www.newyorktimes.com 

 

Weeks 

 

 

 

Determining Mood 

 

Students will write a brief introduction and read 

a selection from literature they are reading I 

English class. 

Students will bring in and read favorite song 

lyrics. 

Students will select three different types of 

literature that relate to a universal theme (i.e. 

peace, poverty, freedom) and deliver an oral 

interpretation in which the literature reflects the 

theme presented. 

Students will work with a partner to read a 

literacy work together, dividing sections in order 

to increase the impact of the work. 

 

 

http://www.thinkinfinity.org/
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/
http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2
http://www.newyorktimes.com/

