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District Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Hillside Public Schools is to ensure that all students at all grade levels achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Content Standards and make connections to real-world success.  We are committed to strong parent-community school partnerships, 
providing a safe, engaging, and effective learning environment, and supporting a comprehensive system of academic and 
developmental support that meets the unique needs of each individual. 
 

Academic Area Overview 
 

The Hillside Township School District is committed to excellence. We believe that all children are entitled to an education that will   
equip them to become productive citizens of the twenty-first century. Through our 21st Century Life and Careers curriculum, which is 
integrated throughout the major academic content areas in an interdisciplinary manner, students learn to identify and pursue career 
goals, apply communication and critical thinking skills, develop employability skills, and plan for further education and employment.  
 
A sound Life and Careers Education curriculum is one in which students explore career opportunities and assess individual aptitudes 
and interests to make informed decisions regarding their career and educational choices. All students will be afforded ample 
opportunities to demonstrate critical life skills in order to be functional members of society. In addition to career awareness, character 
education, consumer finance, health, and personal safety explorations are embedded into our curriculum. Our program provides 
teachers with many interdisciplinary connections throughout the grade levels that allow students to achieve these career oriented life 
skills in order to become productive members of our society.   
 

Equality and Equity in Curriculum 
 

The Hillside Township School District ensures that the district’s curriculum and instruction are aligned to the State’s Core Curriculum 
Content Standards and addresses the elimination of discrimination and the achievement gap, as identified by underperforming school-
level AYP reports for State assessment, by providing equity in educational programs and by providing opportunities for students to 
interact positively with others regardless of race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, affectional or sexual 
orientation, gender, religion, disability or socioeconomic status.   
 
N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.7(b): Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973; N.J.S.A. 10:5; Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade K 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation requirements, 

career exploration experiences and different opportunities for personal 
and professional growth and satisfaction.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences.  

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  

 Why do I need a career plan?  
 How do family, school, community and 

workplace influence an individual’s character 
and ethics?  

 When and how should I start planning 
financially? 

 How do I ensure my personal safety? 

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.1.4B1 
9.1.4B2 
9.2.4A1 
9.2.4A4 
9.2.4B2 
9.2.4B4 
9.2.4B5 
9.2.4C2 
9.2.4D1 
 

Language Arts 
 Discuss how to treat friends. Brainpopjr.com Friends 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/health/relationships/friends/ 
 Brainstorm a list of jobs we would like to have. 
 Identify the problem in a story that is read aloud by the teacher. 
 Identify and illustrate or discuss favorite/least favorite part of a story that 

is read aloud by the teacher. 
 Discuss how stress and conflict can be relieved in positive ways.  

Teacher read aloud: The Little Red Hen.  What was the hen’s problem 
in this story?  How could the problem have been resolved?  

 Brainpopjr: Anger 
            http://www.brainpopjr.com/health/relationships/anger/preview.weml 
 Utilize appropriate story vocabulary in conversation and writing. 
 Teacher Read Aloud:  What are the traits of one of the characters in the 

story?  How can this trait help him/her in life? 

 Describe and demonstrate the 
importance of personal and 
interpersonal skills. 

 Identify positive work habits and 
attitudes necessary for home, 
community, and school. 

 Recognize and define a problem. 
 Demonstrate brainstorming skills. 
 Recognize and build upon personal 

strengths. 
 Recognize personal likes and 

dislikes. 
 Demonstrate steps to deal with 

stress and conflict. 
 Demonstrate character traits that are 

important in day-to-day activities in 
the home and school, such as 
responsibility, respect, fairness, and 
citizenship. 
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9.2.4E1 
9.2.4E2 

Math  
 100th day of school activity: What can you buy for one hundred dollars? 
 Brainstorm a list of ways to make money. 

 
 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding 
of the value of money. 

 Identify various sources of money for 
personal spending. 

 
9.1.4B3 
9.2.4C5 
9.2.4F1 
9.2.4F3 

Science 
 Students work in pairs and small teams on experiments. 
 Discuss how to safely use materials and scientific tools. 

 
 
 

 
 

 Identify reasons for working as part 
of a team. 

 Work cooperatively with others to 
accomplish a task. 

 Identify common hazards associated 
with home, school, and community. 

 Describe and demonstrate the save 
use of tools and equipment used at 
home and at school. 

 
9.1.4A1 
9.1.4A2 
9.1.4A3 
9.2.4B4 
9.2.4C1 
9.2.4C3 
9.2.4D4 

Social Studies 
 Discovery Education:  Who’s Really Cool?  Accepting Others for Who 

They Are 
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=753ECA44-
4FC3-4B9B-AA9B-C319DB3AFA8E 

 Brainpopjr: Community Helpers  
http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/communities/communityhelpers/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Describe various life roles and work-
related activities in the home, 
community, and school. 

 Identify abilities and skills associated 
with various careers. 

 Identify reasons people work and 
how work habits impact the quality of 
one’s work. 

 Recognize personal likes and 
dislikes. 

 Develop positive social skills to 
interact with others. 

 Develop skills for accepting self and 
others through awareness of 
different cultures, lifestyles, and 
attitudes. 

 Explain a person’s responsibility to 
obey the laws and rules. 

 
9.1.4B3 
9.2.4B1 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 Students role play how to solve a conflict. 

 

 Identify reasons for working as part 
of a team. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the 
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9.2.4B5 
9.2.4C4 
9.2.4F2 
 

 Self Esteem: Leo the Late Bloomer 
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=A1AFD065-
B768-4CDB-B661-1E946BE91B97&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

relationship between personal 
behavior and self-image. 

 Demonstrate steps to deal with 
stress and conflict. 

 Practice steps for effective conflict 
resolution. 

 Explain how common hazards can be 
eliminated in the home, school, and 
community. 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade 1 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation requirements, 

career exploration experiences and different opportunities for personal 
and professional growth and satisfaction.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are ever-
changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences.  

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do 
I prepare for my career?  

 How can we best prepare for the workforce? 
 How do family, school, community and 

workplace influence an individual’s character 
and ethics?  

 When and how should I start planning 
financially? 

 How do I ensure my personal safety? 

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.1.4A1 
9.1.4B1 
9.2.4A1 
9.2.4A2 
9.2.4A4 
9.2.4B2 
9.2.4B3 
9.2.4B4 
9.2.4B5 
9.2.4D1 
9.2.4D3 

Language Arts 
 Brainpopjr:  Community Helpers 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/communities/communityhelpers/ 
 Discovery Education:  Breaking Up Disputes 

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=753ECA44-
4FC3-4B9B-AA9B-
C319DB3AFA8E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US 

 Writers' Workshop:  Identify strengths and challenges as a writer through 
teacher conferences and sharing with the class.  Students give each peer 
author one compliment and one suggestion as to how to improve their 
writing. 

 Brainstorm a list of careers.  Select one career at a time and brainstorm 
the skills needed to be successful in that field. 

 Describe various life roles and work-
related activities in the home, 
community, and school. 

 Describe and demonstrate the 
importance of personal and 
interpersonal skills. 

 Recognize and define a problem. 
 Plan and follow steps to make 

choices and decisions. 
 Demonstrate brainstorming skills. 
 Recognize and build upon personal 

strengths. 
 Accept criticism and respond 

constructively. 
 Recognize personal likes and 

dislikes. 
 Demonstrate steps to deal with 

stress and conflict. 
 Demonstrate character traits that 
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are important in day-to-day activities 
in the home, school, and community 
such as trust, responsibility, respect, 
fairness, caring, and citizenship. 

 Identify ethical behaviors in the 
home, school, and community. 

 
9.1.4B3 
9.2.4C1 
9.2.4C5 
9.2.4E1 
9.2.4E2 
9.2.4E4 
9.2.4E6 

Math  
 Brainpopjr:  Saving and Spending 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/health/beresponsible/savingandspending/ 
 Brainpopjr: Goods and Services 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/economics/goodsandservices/ 
 Brainpopjr:  Dollars and Cents 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/math/money/dollarsandcents/ 
 Brainpopjr:  Counting Coins 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/math/money/countingcoins/ 
 Students use Partnership Principles (Guide, Check, Praise) when working 

with math partner. (Everyday Math) 
 Students use “Rules for Working in Small Groups” for team activities and 

games. (Everyday Math) 

 Identify reasons for working as part 
of a team. 

 Develop positive social skills to 
interact with others. 

 Work cooperatively with others to 
accomplish a task. 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding 
of the value of money. 

 Identify various sources of money 
for personal spending. 

 Understand that prices of goods and 
services can be compared to make 
decisions about purchases.   

 Describe how to earn and save 
money in order to purchase a 
desired item. 

 
9.1.4B3 
9.2.4B3 
9.2.4C1 
9.2.4C2 
9.2.4C5 
9.2.4F1 
9.2.4F3 
 
 

Science 
 Students explore the career of a weatherman/woman. 
 Discuss how to safely use materials and scientific tools. 
 Use scientific argument and evidence to back claims that may contradict 

the evidence of another team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Students will be able to learn what a 
weatherman/woman studies and 
conduct experiments used to identify 
rocks and minerals. 

 Accept criticism and respond 
constructively. 

 Develop positive social skills to 
interact with others. 

 Select and use language 
appropriate for the situation. 

 Work cooperatively with others to 
accomplish a task. 

 Identify common hazards associated 
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with home, school, and community. 
 Describe and demonstrate the save 

use of tools and equipment used at 
home and at school. 

 
9.1.4A2 
9.1.4A3 
9.2.4B4 
9.2.4C1 
9.2.4C3 
9.2.4D4 
9.2.4E1 
9.2.4E3 
9.2.4E5 

Social Studies 
 Brainpopjr:  Needs and Wants 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/economics/needsandwants/ 
 Discovery Education:  Maya and Miguel Career Day 

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=C1CD4F05-
6446-4D97-9CB0-497493B4505B&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US 

 Discovery Education: So You Want to Be… 
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=07AEEA5C-
3AC4-4642-A798-C50C88C6F9E0&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Identify abilities and skills 
associated with various careers. 

 Identify reasons people work and 
how work habits impact the quality 
of one’s work. 

 Recognize personal likes and 
dislikes. 

 Develop positive social skills to 
interact with others. 

 Develop skills for accepting self and 
others through awareness of 
different cultures, lifestyles, and 
attitudes. 

 Explain a person’s responsibility to 
obey the laws and rules. 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding 
of the value of money. 

 Explore the relationship among 
wants, needs, and resources. 

 Explain how people can improve 
their ability to earn income by 
gaining new knowledge, skills, and 
experiences. 

 
9.1.4B3 
9.2.4A3 
9.2.4B1 
9.2.4B2 
9.2.4B4 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 Students work as a team during physical education. 
 Students use Health book and online resources to solve problems. 

Discovery Education:  A Kid’s Guide: Getting Along with Your Classmates 
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=753ECA44-
4FC3-4B9B-AA9B-

 Identify reasons for working as part 
of a team. 

 Identify and access print and non-
print resources that can be used to 
help solve problems. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of 
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9.2.4B5 
9.2.4C4 
9.2.4D2 
9.2.4F2 
 
 
 
 
 

C319DB3AFA8E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US 
 Discovery Education: What is Safety? 

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=DAB1D196-
35A0-4AE7-B5EB-9C24CA484863&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US 

 Students act out skits that model using positive character traits. 
 Students respond to bullying scenarios through role playing. 

 
 
 

 

the relationship between personal 
behavior and self-image. 

 Recognize and build upon personal 
strengths. 

 Recognize personal likes and 
dislikes. 

 Demonstrate steps to deal with 
stress and conflict. 

 Practice steps for effective conflict 
resolution. 

 Conduct a cooperative activity or 
project that addresses a character 
trait. 

 Explain how common hazards can 
be eliminated in the home, school, 
and community. 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 
Grade 2 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation requirements, 
career exploration experiences and different opportunities for personal 
and professional growth and satisfaction.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences.

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do 
I prepare for my career?  

 How can we best prepare for the workforce? 
 How do family, school, community and 

workplace influence an individual’s character 
and ethics?  

 How should I start planning financially? 
 How do I ensure my personal safety? 

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.1.4A1 
9.1.4A2 
9.1.4B1 
9.2.4B4 
 
 

Language Arts 
 Brainpopjr:  Rights and Responsibilities 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/citizenship/rightsandresponsibilities/ 
 Students read Exploring Parks with Ranger Dockett to identify and list 

the responsibilities of a park ranger’s job. 
 Discovery Education: Going to School is your Job 

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=423FDB79-
F3AA-4683-BBC2-FC25E99C2119&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Describe various life roles and work-
related activities in the home, 
community, and school. 

 Describe and demonstrate the 
importance of personal and 
interpersonal skills. 

 Identify positive work habits and 
attitudes necessary for home, 
community, and school. 

 Demonstrate character traits that are 
important in day-to-day activities in 
the home, school, and community 
such as trust, responsibility, respect, 
fairness, caring, and citizenship. 

 
9.2.4C5 
9.2.4E1 
9.2.4E2 
9.2.4E4 
9.2.4E6 

Math  
 Students count money and identify what items they can purchase for 

various amounts. 
 Students utilize calculators to determine the total cost of several items 

and to make change. 
  

 
 

 Work cooperatively with others to 
accomplish a task. 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding 
of the value of money. 

 Identify various sources of money 
for personal spending. 

 Understand that prices of goods and 
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services can be compared to make 
decisions about purchases.   

 Describe how to earn and save 
money in order to purchase a 
desired item. 

 
9.1.4A1 
9.1.4A2 
9.2.4F1 
9.2.4F3 

Science 
 Students explore the career of a professional gardener. 
 Discuss how to safely use materials and scientific tools. 
 Students read about natural disasters and discuss and list ways to stay 

safe. 
www.discovery/naturaldisasters.com  

 
 
 

 Students will be able to learn what a 
professional gardener studies and 
conduct experiments used to identify 
rocks and minerals. 

 Develop positive social skills to 
interact with others. 

 Identify common hazards associated 
with home, school, and community. 

 Describe and demonstrate the save 
use of tools and equipment used at 
home and at school. 

 
9.1.4A2 
9.1.4A3 
9.2.4CE 
9.2.4E1 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Studies 
 Students role play the jobs of consumer and cashier using play money 

and a toy cash register.  
www.kidsmoney.org  

 Career Dress-Up Day: Students select an occupation they would like to 
be and come to school dressed as a person would in that field. 

 Cultural Foods Day: Students research and share recipes from their own 
or different cultures. 

 

 Identify abilities and skills associated 
with various careers. 

 Develop positive social skills to 
interact with others. 

 Show a basic understanding of the 
value of money. 

 Develop skills for accepting self and 
others through awareness of 
different cultures, lifestyles, and 
attitudes. 

 
9.1.4A1 
9.1.4A2 
9.2.4CE 
9.1.4D4 
 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 In music students explore the instruments used by traditional Native 

Americans. 
 Students create a poster in art that show people working at jobs in their 

community. 
www.BrainpopJr./communityhelpers.com  

 In PE class students learn the rules to properly playing a game of 
Newcomb Volleyball. 

 Develop skills for accepting self and 
others through awareness of 
different cultures, lifestyles, and 
attitudes. 

 Describe various life roles and work-
related activities in the home, school 
and community. 

 Explain a person’s responsibility to 
obey rules. 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade 3 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career, and profession has a set of preparation 

requirements, career exploration experiences and different 
opportunities for personal and professional growth and satisfaction. 

 In the 21st century, people will most likely have multiple careers 
and jobs.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences.

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  

 Why do I need a career plan?  
 How do I decide or make choices?  
 How do family, school, community and workplace 

influence an individual’s character and ethics?  
 When and how should I start planning financially? 
 How do I ensure my personal safety? 

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.1.4A1 
9.1.4A2 
9.1.4B1 
9.2.4B4 
 
 

Language Arts 
 Read and discuss the book Career Day by Anne Rockwell. 
 Students create a personal business card.  
 Students create a job posting.  

 Students will be able to describe various 
life roles and work-related activities in the 
home, school and community. 

 Students will be able to recognize 
personal likes and dislikes. 

 Students will be able to identify the 
abilities and skills associated with careers 
that interests them. 

 Students will be able to identify positive 
work habits and attitudes. 

 
9.2.4E1 
9.2.4E4 

Math  
 Students create a budget for buying items to build a snowman. 

            www.Discovery.com  
 Students maintain a personal mock checkbook. 
 Students write mock checks for a purchase. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate a 
basic understanding of the value of 
money. 

 Students will be able to add, subtract, 
estimate and determine a total cost. 

 Students will be able to understand that 
the prices of goods and services can be 
compared to make decisions about 
purchases. 
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 Students will be able to write word for 
numerical amounts. 

 
9.1.4A1 
9.1.4A2 
9.1.4B1 
9.2.4B4 
9.2.4F1 

Science 
 Students explore the career of a geologist. 

www.knowitall.scetv.org/careeraisle/students/elementary/index.cfm  
 Students explore the career of an entomologist 

www.Science4Kids.com  
 Students learn about various scientists and their contributions.  

 

 Students will be able to learn what a 
Geologist studies and conduct 
experiments used to identify rocks and 
minerals. 

 Students will be able to learn what a 
entomologist studies and conduct 
experiments used to identify different 
insects and their niches. 

 Students will be able to identify several 
noted scientists and their contributions. 

 Students will be able to identify common 
hazards associated with school, home, 
and community. 

 
9.2.4C3 
9.2.4E1 
9.2.4D1 
 

Social Studies 
 Explore the ways cultural holidays are alike and different. 

www.eduplace.com/kids  
 Explore the Yuroks system of money. 
 Examine the lives of local heroes and construct an Attribute Chart 

on one of them. 

 Students will be able to develop skills for 
accepting others through awareness of 
different cultures. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate a 
basic understanding of the value of 
money. 

 Students will be able to identify positive 
character traits. 

 
9.2.4A1 
9.2.4B5 
9.2.4C1 
9.2.4C5 
 
 
 
 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 Create an anti-bullying jingle. 
 “You Can Choose” Conflict Resolution activities 
 Students compete in cooperative groups to complete an obstacle 

course in gym. 

 Students will be able to recognize and 
define a problem. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
steps to deal with stress and conflict 

 Students will be able to develop positive 
social skills to interact with others 

 Students will be able to work 
cooperatively to accomplish a task 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade 4 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation 

requirements, career exploration experiences and different 
opportunities for personal and professional growth and satisfaction. 

 In the 21st century, people will most likely have multiple careers 
and jobs.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences.

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  

 Why do I need a career plan?  
 How do I decide or make choices?  
 How do family, school, community and workplace 

influence an individual’s character and ethics?  
 When and how should I start planning financially? 
 How do I ensure my personal safety? 

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.2.4A4 
9.2.4B1 
9.2.4B2 
9.2.4D1 
 
 

Language Arts 
 Students explore and write a cover letter for a job listing that 

appeals to them. 
 Students explore in cooperative groups the 6 pillars of Character 

and list specific behaviors associated with each that they would like 
to see more of or less of from peers, adults and leaders. The lists 
are then used to write an expository group essay on one of the 
pillars of character. www.charactercounts.org   

 Students create an attribute chart about themselves and use it in a  
ME collage that highlights their personal strengths.  

 Students will be able to identify character 
traits that are important in day-to-day 
activities in the home, school and 
community.  

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
brainstorming skills. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate an 
understanding of the relationship between 
personal behavior and self-image. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate an 
understanding of self and build upon 
personal strengths. 

 
9.2.4E2 
9.2.4E3 
9.2.4E5 
9.2.4E6 

Math  
 Students research various careers, their requirements and average 

salaries. They then use the information to create an Excel chart and 
graph that compares average salaries. 

 Students select a desired costly item or items, like a bike, i-Pod or 
video game and develop a financial plan to earn the money needed 
to purchase them over a given period of time.  

 Students will be able to identify various 
sources of money for personal spending. 

 Students will be able to explore the 
relationship between wants, needs, and 
resources. 

 Students will be able to explain how 
people can improve their ability to earn 
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 Given a monetary allotment students create an expense log for one 
week and present and compare results with class. 
www.moneymanagement.org/budgeting-Tools/Credit-
Articles/Youth-and-Money/Use-Fundraisers-to-Teach-Children-
Financial-lessons.aspx  

income by gaining new knowledge, skills, 
and experiences. 

 Students will be able to describe how to 
earn and save money in order to 
purchase a desired item. 

 Students will be able to calculate 
accurately. 

 
9.1.4A3 
9.1.4B1 
9.1.4F2 
9.1.4F3 
 

Science 
 Students work in cooperative groups to identify possible dangers 

associated with working in a science laboratory and develop a set of 
agreed upon procedures and rules to ensure their safety when 
working on lab experiments. 

 Students explore the career of an electrical engineer. 
 Students work in cooperative groups to construct a model of a home 

that has some type of electric circuitry and lighting utilized in each 
room and then evaluate their performance on the task. 

           http://www.neok12.com/Electricity.htm 
           http://www.switchedonkids.org.uk/ 
           http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/15-science/72-electricity.html 

 

 Students will be able to identify reasons 
for working as part of a team. 

 Students will be able to describe and 
demonstrate the importance of personal 
and interpersonal skills. 

 Students will be able to learn what an 
electrical engineer studies and how 
his/her work impacts our lives and homes. 

 Students will be able to describe and 
demonstrate the safe use of tools and 
equipment used at school and at home. 

 
9.2.4A2 
9.2.4D1 
9.2.4F4 
 

Social Studies 
 Explore the characteristics of a market economy and have 

cooperative groups of students create a mock business with goods 
they would sell to their peers. 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New-Jersey  

 Have students imagine that they have begun a new settlement 
either in the past or future and create a set of laws for their 
community to follow and explain the reason or importance of each. 

 Examine the lives of Civil Rights leaders referred in the Houghton 
Mifflin Grade 4 Social Studies text and record a major contribution 
of each onto a classroom display. 

 Students will be able to plan and follow 
steps to make choices and decisions. 

 Students will be able to explain a person’s 
responsibility to obey laws and rules. 

 Students will be able to identify positive 
character traits. 

 
9.2.4A1 
9.2.4B3 
9.2.4D3 
9.2.4F1 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 Write and perform an anti-bullying skit. 
 Fire Prevention Unit: Students compile a list of potential fire hazards 

in the home. 
 Students listen to each others musical performance and critique 

 Students will be able to identify common 
hazards associated with the home. 

 Students will be able to explain how 
common hazards can be eliminated in the 
home. 
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9.2.4F2 
 
 
 
 

them using a given set of criteria and the appropriate dialogue.  Students will be able to develop positive 
social skills and identify ethical behaviors 
in the school, home and community. 

 Students will be able to work 
cooperatively to accomplish a task. 

 Students will be able to accept criticism 
and respond constructively. 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade 5 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation 

requirements, career exploration experiences and different 
opportunities for personal and professional growth and satisfaction. 

 In the 21st century, people will most likely have multiple careers 
and jobs.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences. 

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  

 Why do I need a career plan? How do I 
communicate this information to post-secondary 
institutions and employers?  

 How can we best prepare for the workforce? 
 How do family, school, community and workplace 

influence an individual’s character and ethics?  
 When should I start planning financially, and how is 

it best to do so? 
 Why do I need to be accountable? 
 How is safety a personal and societal responsibility?  

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
 
9.1.8B3 
9.2.8B1 
9.2.8C2 
9.2.8D2 

Language Arts 
 Students write a business letter to a business that appeals to them 

requesting a sample of their product. 
 Students listen read aloud Job Interview by Robert Mauro  

(TE theme 4 pgs. 439 K-L) and discuss job interview techniques.        

 Students write a self-contract to improve area(s) of choice listing 
steps needed to accomplish goals.  

 

 Students will be able to apply different 
parts of a business letter. 

 Students will be able to develop 
interviewing skills. 

 Students will be able to identify area of 
self-weakness. 

 Students will be able to create a self-
developed plan of improvement. 

 
9.1.8B1 
9.2.8A1 
9.2.8E2 
9.2.8E3 
9.2.8E4 

Math  
 Students research a credit card company to identify its interest rates 

and fees and use them to determine the additional costs incurred 
when buying an item using their credit and paying for it 6 months 
later as oppose to using cash. 

 Students role play the job of an accountant. 

 Students will be able to explain the 
difference in cost between cash and 
credit purchases. 

 Students will be able to determine what 
job requires the skill of Math. 

 Students will be able to create a job 
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 Students research an employment section of a newspaper and 
identify job listings that require Math skills.   
www.everydaymath.com  

advertisement. 

 
9.1.8A3 
9.1.8B1 
9.2.8A2 
9.2.8F2 
 

Science 
 Students explore the career of a marine biologist.  

www.sciencemag.org  
 Students work in cooperative groups to construct an advertisement 

to promote home safety.  
 

 

 Students will be able to determine what 
jobs are associated with areas of 
Science using job classified section of 
newspaper. 

 Students will be able to brainstorm 
safety ideas, apply the ad to “everyday 
life” situations. 

 
9.1.8B3 
9.2.8A1 
9.2.8A3 
9.2.8C6 
9.2.8D1 

Social Studies 
 Students brainstorm in collaborative groups “people of interest” that 

represent the 7 positive character traits (TE R4-5). 
 Students research town/district/local positions and their effect on the 

community.  
 Students research current events in a local newspaper that deal 

with the economy (awareness) and discuss what you can do to 
make a difference.  

      www.charactercounts.org  
 

 Students will be able to choose and 
evaluate people based on character 
traits and ethical behaviors. 

 Students will be able to explain 
responsibilities of politicians and their 
role in the community. 

 Students will be able to summarize how 
events of everyday life impact the 
economy for everyone. 

 
9.2.8C4 
9.2.8C5 
9.2.8C6 
9.2.8F3 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 Students create a collage on teamwork. 
 Students create and act out a scenario on bullying.  

www.stopbullying.gov  
 Students will participate in DARE Program.  

            www.dare.com 
 

 Students will be able to develop and 
understand a sense of “collaboration”. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate an 
understanding in responsibility in 
making choices. 

 Students will be able to list problems 
and their causes that are faced in the 
home, school and community. 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade 6 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation 

requirements, career exploration experiences and different 
opportunities for personal and professional growth and satisfaction. 

 In the 21st century, people will most likely have multiple careers 
and jobs.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences. 

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  

 Why do I need a career plan? How do I 
communicate this information to post-secondary 
institutions and employers?  

 How can we best prepare for the workforce? 
 How do family, school, community and workplace 

influence an individual’s character and ethics?  
 When should I start planning financially, and how is 

it best to do so? 
 Why do I need to be accountable? 
 How is safety a personal and societal responsibility? 

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.1.8A3 
9.2.8A2 
9.2.8A5 
9.2.8D1 
9.2.8D2 

Language Arts 
 Read and discuss the novel Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles focusing on 

courage and strength of character. 
 Read and discuss conflicts/problems characters faced in the selection 

Where the Fern Grows (theme #3, M44) and solutions. 
www.houghtonmifflin.com  

 Interview a person in the community who has made a difference in their 
life. 

 

 Students will be able to research and create 
questions for an interview giving them 
insight into how a person’s actions affect life 
in the community. 

 Students will be able to practice goal 
setting/decision making that are moral and 
safe in everyday life. 

 Students will be able to compare and 
contrast. 

 
9.1.8A4 
9.2.8A1 
9.2.8A3 
9.2.8A5 
9.2.8B3 

Math  
 Select and record a stock’s close value for a month. 

 www.cnn.com  

 Determine better deals as consumer by comparing unit prices. 
www.edm.com 

 Research a local restaurant and create a spread sheet to determine the 
total cost for a family to dine at a selected restaurant. 
 

 Students will be able to analyze rate or unit 
price to make comparisons for best buy 
(unit 8 EDM) as a consumer. 

 Students will be able to plot/graph daily 
patterns of the stock market. 

 Students will be able to create/explain a 
simple spending plan. 
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9.1.8A7 
9.2.8A1 
9.2.8A3 
9.2.8C3 
9.2.9C6 
9.2.8D3 
 

Science 
 Investigate the career of meteorologist.  

             www.7online.com  
 Research effects of environmental actions today and how they may impact 

the future. 
 Work in groups to create a new invention that is cost-effective and safe in 

the fight against pollution. 
 www.discoverydecucation.com www.ecokids.ca/pub/kids-home.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 Students will be able to track and plot 
weather data over a period of time and 
examine how it affects daily life. 

 Students will be able to work cooperatively 
to solve a problem by creating a campaign 
to save an endangered species or stop 
pollution. 

 Students will be able to write a letter of 
concern to a Wildlife Foundation expressing 
a desire to help. 

 Students will be able to design an invention 
that will create a solution to a community 
concern. 

 
9.2.8A2 
9.2.8A4 
9.2.8B2 
9.2.8D1 

Social Studies 
 Brainstorm scenarios that reflect individual rights promoting citizenship. 
 Examine the philosophy of different cultures during the Holocaust time 

period. 
 Examine the lives of Civil Rights leaders referred to in Chapter 4 of the 

Houghton Mifflin social studies text and explain a major contribution of 
each.  
www.exploreremember.org  
 
 

 Students will be able to identify positive 
character traits. 

 Students will be able to explain a person’s 
responsibility to obey laws. 

 Students will be able to recognize bias and 
stereotyping through an awareness of 
different cultures.  

 
9.2.8A2 
9.2.8C1 
9.2.8D1 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 Create an anti-bullying rap song. 
 Create a citizenship collage.  

www.charactercounts.org  

 Listen to an article on How to Be a Good Sport (Houghton Mifflin L.A. 
theme #3) pgs. 316-317 to identify the characteristics of good 
sportsmanship and those which are not.  

 
 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
respect and flexibility in interpersonal 
relations. 

 Students will be able to describe how 
beliefs and attitudes affect decision making. 

 Students will be able to evaluate and 
explain the author’s message on how a 
character’s behavior affects the actions of 
others. 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade 7 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation 

requirements, career exploration experiences and different 
opportunities for personal and professional growth and satisfaction. 

 In the 21st century, people will most likely have multiple careers 
and jobs.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences.  

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  

 Why do I need a career plan? How do I 
communicate this information to post-secondary 
institutions and employers?  

 How can we best prepare for the workforce? 
 How do family, school, community and workplace 

influence an individual’s character and ethics?  
 When should I start planning financially, and how is 

it best to do so? 
 Why do I need to be accountable? 
 How is safety a personal and societal responsibility?  

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.1.8A3 
9.1.8A4 
9.1.8B1 
9.1.8B2 
9.1.8B3 
9.2.8A4 
9.2.8C2 
 
 
 

Language Arts 
 Students research a desired career and then conduct and write an 

interview of someone who is employed in that career field. 
Information gained is then shared with class.  

 Students create a persuasive advertisement or commercial for a 
product using various propaganda techniques. 

 Students create a personal resume and cover letter for a possible 
summer job offering.  

 Students will be able to apply research 
skills to career exploration. 

 Students will be able to analyze personal 
interests, abilities, and skills. 

 Students will be able to organize thoughts 
and reflect logical thinking and speaking. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate job 
seeking skills. 

 Students will be able to research local 
and state employment opportunities. 

 Students will be able to recognize bias, 
vested interest, stereotyping, and the 
manipulation and misuse of information. 

 Students will be able to develop an 
employment package complete with 
resume and cover letter. 
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9.2.8A1 
9.2.8E2 
9.2.8E3 
9.2.8E5 
 

Math  
 Students utilize the internet to plan and create a budget for a 

vacation to an attraction located on another continent. 
www.travelocity.com  

 Stock Market Project: Students research a company and buy mock 
shares of it and create Excel graphs of their stock’s value at the 
close of each business day for a period of one month.  
www.moneyinstructor.com/teachingstocks.asp  

 Students create an itemized and detailed spreadsheet on how they 
would best spend $1,000,000 by researching the costs of products 
and searching for best buys.   

 Students will be able to a simple personal 
savings/spending plan. 

 Students will be able to compare the 
prices of similar items from different 
sellers. 

 Students will be able to understand that 
people make financial choices that have 
costs, benefits, and consequences. 

 Students will be able to communicate, 
analyze data, apply technology, and 
problem solve. 

 Students will be able to calculate 
accurately. 

 
9.2.8A1 
9.2.8B2 
9.2.8C3 
9.2.8C4 
9.1.8F1 
9.1.8F2 
 

Science 
 Students research an endangered species and then predict and 

write about the implications its extinction would have on its 
ecosystem. 
www.discovery.com  

 In cooperative groups, students construct a battery using zinc and 
copper strips and copper sulfate solution.  
www.discoveryeducation.com  

 Students explore the career of chemical and mechanical engineers 
and the impact their work has had on our everyday lives. 
TheFuturesChannel.com  
 

 Students will be able to communicate, 
analyze data, apply technology, and 
problem solve. 

 Students will be able to work 
cooperatively with others to solve a 
problem. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
appropriate social skills within group 
activities. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
responsibility for personal actions and 
contributions to group activities. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
appropriate safety procedures for hands-
on experiences. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate the 
use of recommended safety and 
protective devices. 
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9.2.8A2 
9.2.8B1 
9.2.8D4 
 

Social Studies 
 Conduct a debate on the pros and cons of capital punishment. 
 After completion of a unit on the US Constitution have students 

collaboratively create a Classroom Bill of Rights document along 
with a Preamble. 

 Explore the lives of well noted abolitionists and describe their role in 
ending slavery in the US. Have students identify common character 
traits that led to their success. 

 Students will be able to describe how 
personal beliefs and attitudes affect 
decision-making. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
respect and flexibility in interpersonal and 
group activities. 

 Students will be able to describe how 
personal ethics influence decision-
making. 

 
9.2.8D1 
9.2.8D2 
9.2.8F3 
 
 
 
 

Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health 
 Create an anti-bullying pledge for your school to recite each day. 
 Health: Unit on First Aid (CPR, Allergic Reactions, Choking, Injuries, 

Asthma, Shock, etc.) 
 Music: Explore the common themes of equality, independence and 

tolerance in the popular music of today and that of the past several 
decades. 

 Students will be able to explain and 
demonstrate how character and behaviors 
affects and influences the actions of 
others in the home, school, and 
community. 

 Students will be able to describe and 
demonstrate appropriate character traits, 
social skills, and positive attitudes needed 
in the home, school, and community. 

 Students will be able to describe 
appropriate response procedures for 
emergency situations. 
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Model Interdisciplinary Lessons 

Grade 8 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 Each job, career and profession has a set of preparation 

requirements, career exploration experiences and different 
opportunities for personal and professional growth and satisfaction. 

 In the 21st century, people will most likely have multiple careers 
and jobs.  

 Personal actions today and tomorrow may have an effect on future 
employment.  

 One’s character and ethics are constantly being challenged and are 
ever-changing and evolving.  

 Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences.  

 How do I decide what I want to be and how do I 
prepare for my career?  

 Why do I need a career plan? How do I 
communicate this information to post-secondary 
institutions and employers?  

 How can we best prepare for the workforce? 
 How do family, school, community and workplace 

influence an individual’s character and ethics?  
 When should I start planning financially, and how is 

it best to do so? 
 Why do I need to be accountable? 
 How is safety a personal and societal responsibility?  

NJCCCS Best Practice Interdisciplinary Activities  
Students will know: 

SKILLS 
Students will be able to: 

 
9.1.8B4 
9.2.8A5 
9.2.8B1 
9.2.8D1 
 
 
 

Language Arts 
 Students create a mock interview for a desired job.   
 Students create a personal improvement plan or individual goal 

related to their role as a student, citizen or future employee and 
develop the steps and time lines necessary for accomplishing it.  

 Students write a comparison of their personal character to that of a 
character from one of the novels they have read in class. 

 Describe and demonstrate appropriate 
interpersonal skills and work habits 
needed to obtain and retain employment. 

 Students will be able to practice goal 
setting and decision-making in areas 
relative to life skills. 

 Students will be able to develop and 
implement a personal growth plan with 
short and long term goals. 

 Students will be able to explain how 
character affects and influences one’s 
actions and behavior. 

 
9.2.8E1 
9.2.8E2 
9.2.8E3 
9.2.8E4 

Math  
 Students select and reach a desired career and location to live as 

an adult and then create a monthly income and expense budget for 
themselves. 

 After completing a unit on percents and unit price, students create 

 Students will be able to identify and 
demonstrate personal finance skills. 

 Students will be able to compare the 
prices of similar items from different 
sellers. 
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9.2.8E5 
 

an itemized grocery list and determine the total cost utilizing 
coupons and searching for best buys from various local stores. 
www.brainpop.com/math /dataanalysis/comparingprices/  

 Students research careers that involve the use of higher level 
mathematics (i.e. actuary, accountant, statistician, broker etc.).   

 Students will be able to understand that 
people make financial choices that have 
costs, benefits, and consequences. 

 Students will be able to communicate, 
analyze data, apply technology, and 
problem solve. 

 Students will be able to explain the 
difference in cost between cash and credit 
purchases. 

 
9.2.8A1 
9.2.8B2 
9.2.8C3 
9.2.8C4 
9.1.8F1 
9.1.8F2 
 

Science 
 In cooperative groups students identify examples of acid erosion in 

their community and list its likely causes. Results are then shared 
with the class. 
www.discoveryeducation.com  
 
 

 Students will be able to communicate, 
analyze data, apply technology, and 
problem solve. 

 Students will be able to work 
cooperatively with others to solve a 
problem. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
appropriate social skills within group 
activities. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate 
appropriate safety procedures for hands-
on experiences. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate the 
use of recommended safety and 
protective devices. 

 
9.2.8D1 
9.2.8D3 
9.2.8D4 
 

Social Studies 
 Examine the causes of and response to the Holocaust. Compare its 

causes and responses to present day occurrences of genocide. 
Discuss how we can prevent any form of genocide from ever 
happening again. 

 Explore the lives of well-noted peacemakers like Ghandi and 
identify common strategies they utilized to promote world peace and 
tolerance. 

 Debate whether or not the US nuclear bombing of Japan during 
WW2 was justified. 

 Students will be able to list problems and 
their causes, effects, and solutions. 

 Students will be able to explain how 
character and behavior affects and 
influences the actions of others. 

 Students will be able to describe how 
personal ethics influence decision-
making. 

 Visual and Performing Arts/PE/Health  Students will be able to outline the steps 
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9.1.8A 
9.2.8A4 
9.2.8D3 
9.2.8D4 
 
 
 
 

 Create a brochure on planning for a particular career. 
 Have everybody in the class bring in one or two advertisements 

aimed at teenagers. These can be cut out of magazines or taped off 
of TV. Have a class discussion to evaluate the ads by asking the 
following questions: What values does this ad appeal to? What 
values does this ad promote? Do you share those values? Is this ad 
in conflict with any of your values? What assumptions does this ad 
make about who you are? Is this ad attempting to influence your 
image of yourself? 
www.goodcharacter.com  

 Have the cooperative groups of students evaluate real needs in the 
school or community and plan a service project to meet those 
needs. 

in the career planning process. 
 Students will be able to describe how 

personal ethics influence decision-
making. 

 Students will be able to recognize bias, 
vested interest, stereotyping, and the 
manipulation and misuse of information. 

 Students will be able to list problems and 
their causes, effects, and solutions. 
 

 


