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Summer Reading 2022

Congratulations on your next chapter in your academic journey! While the summer is

meant for resting, it is also meant for sharpening your mind. To ensure your continuous learning

throughout the summer each grade level has been given a Language Arts assignment.

The focus of this year’s summer reading is the Oceans of Possibilities. While discovering

the theme through the provided list of readings it is also important to acknowledge the constant

changes in the different forms of literacy.

The assignment is to be completed and turn-in by the first day of school. If you have any

questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Joyner: jjoyner@hillsidek12.net.

Happy Summer!

mailto:jjoyner@hillsidek12.net


8th Grade Summer Reading 2022
Societal Footprint

8th grade scholars are to read Fahrenheit 451 and complete the following assignment to
help prepare for the upcoming exam. The attached documents will guide you through the story
and will be checked during the first week of school. A test will be given on the mandatory book
you read on September 12, 2022. Scholars should come to school ready to present some
information pertaining to the book including the topics of character development, the history and
setting of the story, the plot, the lessons and meanings learned by the characters.

Mandatory Reading

Fahrenheit 451 - Ray Bradbury

Scholars are to read Fahrenheit 451 and complete the following assignment to help prepare for
the upcoming exam. The attached documents will guide you through the story and will be
checked during the first week of school.



7th Grade Summer Reading 2022
The Hero’s Journey

7th grade scholars are to read the mandatory graphic novel book (Persepolis) and watch
one of the following movies from the attached list. Scholars are to then complete a comparative
essay focused on Persepolis and their personal choice movie. Remember to type your essay with
a complete heading (Name and date). Scholars should come to school ready to discuss these
books and use them in class discussions and writing assignments,which will be the focus of their
first major assignment in English class.

Mandatory Reading/Movies

Persepolis - Marjane Satrapi

Movies
Turning Red (2022)
How to Train Your Dragon (2010)
The Lion King (1994)
Spirited Away (2001)

Scholars must complete a five (5) paragraph comparative essay focused on Persepolis and a
chosen movie from above. This will be their first test grade and will be due September 12, 2022.
Prompt: Compare and contrast each characters’ journey, growth and development. How
does each character change throughout their journey and what lessons can be learned?
The essay should be structured following the provided format:

- Paragraph 1: Hook, Title of Book, Author, Characters, Thesis Statement
- Paragraph 2: Persepolis - Character, Character’s Journey, Character’s Lesson learned
- Paragraph 3: Choice Movie - Character, Character’s Journey, Character’s Lesson learned
- Paragraph 4: How are the two characters’ journey similar and different?
- Paragraph 5: What lessons can be learned from the story? How can these lessons connect

to our everyday life? Be specific.



Fun books to read over the summer!

Unwind - Neal Shusterman (Realistic Fiction)
Stamped - Jason Reynolds & Ibram X. Kendi (Nonfiction)
A Place to Belong - Cynthia Kodahata (Historical Fiction)
Free Lunch - Rex Ogle (Biography)
Legend - Marie Lu (SciFi)
The Young Elites - Marie Lu (Fantasy)
1984 - George Orwell (SciFi)
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Maya Angelou (Nonfiction)
Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings - Margarita Engle (Poetry/Memoir)
Norse Mythology - Neil Gaiman (History)
March - John Lewis, Andrew Aydin & Nate Powell (Historical Graphic Novel)
The Outsiders - S. E. Hinton (Realistic Fiction)

Elsewhere - Gabrielle Zevin (Magical Realism)
Lalani of the Distant Sea - Erin Entrada Kelly (Fantasy/Adventure Fiction)
Black Enough - Idi Zoboi (Young Adult)
Poet X - Elizabeth Acevedo (Realistic Fiction)
Murder on the Orient Express - Agatha Christie (Suspense/Classic)

Rick Riordan Presents:
Percy Jackson & The Lightning Thief - Rick Riordan (Greek Mythology)
The Lost Hero - Rick Riordan (Greco-Roman Mythology)
Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky - Kwame Mbalia (African/African-American/Fantasy)
Aru Shah and the End of Time - Roshani Chokshi (Indian/Fantasy)
Dragon Pearl - Yoon Ha Lee - (Korean/ Sci-Fi)
The Storm Runner - J.C. Cervantes (Mayan/Mexican/Fantasy)



Guardian’s Summer Corner

Dear Guardians,

I am ecstatic to be your scholars 7th and/or 8th grade English Language Arts teacher.

Beyond a shadow of a doubt we will have fun in our class starting in September. I want to extend

this time to state that though we may or may not have met yet I know you as your scholar’s first

teacher. With the large responsibilities of the job, I want to make sure your scholar is prepared

for the first day of school. Below, I have attached some activities and resources to help aid your

scholar throughout the summer. I would also like to note some attached statistics on the study of

the “summer slide” which is a study focused on the loss of information of scholars during the

summer.

Warm regards,

Mr. James C. Joyner III

Articles:

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/summer-slide.html

https://www.waterford.org/education/summer-slide-and-educational-inequality/#:~:text=What%2

0Is%20the%20Summer%20Slide,loss%2C%20or%20the%20summer%20slide.

http://www.summerlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/AchievementGapInfographic.pdf

Activities:

https://www.verywellfamily.com/summer-fun-ideas-kids-and-parents-3542627

https://readtolead.org/summer-activities-for-kids-and-parents/

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/summer-slide.html
https://www.waterford.org/education/summer-slide-and-educational-inequality/#:~:text=What%20Is%20the%20Summer%20Slide,loss%2C%20or%20the%20summer%20slide
https://www.waterford.org/education/summer-slide-and-educational-inequality/#:~:text=What%20Is%20the%20Summer%20Slide,loss%2C%20or%20the%20summer%20slide
http://www.summerlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/AchievementGapInfographic.pdf
https://www.verywellfamily.com/summer-fun-ideas-kids-and-parents-3542627
https://readtolead.org/summer-activities-for-kids-and-parents/


Formal Written Essay Rubric Name:

Criteria
RL.⅞.1, W.⅞.1, W.⅞.2, W.⅞.5

Deficient
(0-1 Points)

Developing
(2 Points)

Substantial
(3-4 Points)

Master
(5 Points) Points

Argument & Content 30 Points

Thesis Statement Thesis statement is either
missing or not concise,
coherent, or debatable.

Thesis statement is
somewhat concise,

coherent, and debatable.

Creates an arguable claim in
a concise, coherent, and

debatable thesis statement.

Creates an effective thesis
statement that is concise,
coherent, and debatable.

/5

Topic Sentences/Topics Topic sentences are missing
and supporting claims are

nonexistent or not effective
and do not connect to the

argument.

Topic sentences and
supporting claims are

barely/somewhat present
and somewhat connected to

the argument.

Topic sentences and
supporting details are

present and connect to the
argument fairly well.

Provides strong and
effective topic sentences
and clear and accurate
supporting claims that

connect to the argument.

/15

Conceptual
Understanding

Demonstrates little or no
understanding of the

concepts embodied in the
task: diction (word choice),

denotation/connotation,
imagery, figurative
language, theme.

Demonstrates partial
understanding of the

concepts embodied in the
task: diction (word choice),

denotation/ connotation,
imagery, figurative
language, theme.

Demonstrates thorough
understanding of the

concepts embodied in the
task: diction (word choice),

denotation/ connotation,
imagery, figurative
language, theme.

Effectively demonstrates
thorough understanding of
the concepts embodied in

the task: diction (word
choice), denotation/

connotation, imagery,
figurative language, theme.

/10

Evidence & Citations 25 Points

Quotes & In-text Citations No direct quotes are present.
In-text citations are not in

MLA format.

A small amount of direct
quotes are present. In-text
citations are somewhat in

MLA format.

Substantial amount of direct
quotes are present. In-text

citations are mostly in MLA
format.

Strong direct quotes are
present. In-text citations are
correct and in MLA format.

/15

Work Cited Page (WCP) The WCP is missing. - - The WCP is completed. /10

Structure & Organization 20 Points

Structure & Organization The argument does not
follow a clear and logical
train of thought, set by the

thesis.

The argument somewhat
follows a clear and logical
train of thought, set by the

thesis.

The argument follows a
clear and logical train of
thought, set by the thesis.

The argument effectively
follows a clear and logical
train of thought, set by the

thesis.

/20



Style & Mechanics 25 Points

Diction, Grammar, &
Syntax

Simplistic and informal
vocabulary (diction). No

varied and purposeful
sentences (syntax). Displays
glaring grammatical errors

compromising
understanding of writing.

Limited use of sophisticated
and precise vocabulary

(diction). Little varied and
purposeful sentences

(syntax). Some run-ons,
fragments, spelling errors,

tense errors, etc (grammar).

Fair use of sophisticated and
precise vocabulary (diction).

Varied and purposeful
sentences (syntax). No

run-ons, fragments, spelling
errors, tense errors, etc

(grammar).

High use of sophisticated
and precise vocabulary
(diction). Varied and
purposeful sentences
(syntax). No run-ons,

fragments, spelling errors,
tense errors, etc (grammar).

/15

Format The format is incorrect:
Title, size 12 font, double
spaced, MLA formatting.

The format is somewhat
correct: Title, size 12 font,

double spaced, MLA
formatting.

The format is mostly
correct: Title, size 12 font,

double spaced, MLA
formatting.

The format is correct: Title,
size 12 font, double spaced,

MLA formatting.
/10

Total Points: ________/100
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